CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2014

Sunday Mass Times
Enstone
9.00am
Charlbury
11.00am

Advent Carols:
Sunday 14th December, 3pm, St.Teresa’s
Penitential Service with Visiting Priests:
Monday 15th December, 7.30pm, St.Teresa’s
Christmas Eve:
Christmas Night Mass with Lessons and
Carols - 8.00pm, St.Teresa’s
Christmas Day:
The Mass of Dawn - 9.00am St.Kenelm’s
The Mass of the Day - 11.00am St Teresa’s
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INTRODUCTION
Once more it's time to publish our Parish Magazine for the season of
Advent 2014. We are fast approaching the end of our year and we'll soon
be ushering in 2015 but we remember that the Church's 'New Year' begins
this year on the 30th November. The Church's year does not have a date
or number, nor does it conflict in any way with the world's New Year
because, as its name implies, it is a new 'Liturgical Year' which calls to
mind only the Christian calendar of Sundays and feasts that goes from the
first Sunday of Advent to the Saturday at the end of the thirty-fourth week
of Ordinary Time. The liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas-Epiphany,
Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time constitute the seasons of the Church's
year, whose framework is determined by the feasts inserted into it. These
different seasons begin and end on certain dates which are not always the
same because of the movability of the great solemnities to which they are
linked. The solemnities of Easter, Pentecost, Trinity are always celebrated
on a Sunday and since the changes of 2006, so is the Epiphany, the
Ascension and Corpus Christi. Since the date of Christmas was fixed by the
4th century this feast can and does fall on any day of the week and so the
date of the first Sunday of Advent depends upon it. Alongside the Calendar
which celebrates the mysteries of salvation we also have the Calendar of
Saints which we celebrate during the course of the year and only very
rarely would they be celebrated on a Sunday thus showing the reform of
the Second Vatican Council which restored the original dignity and primacy
of the Sunday celebration. “Other celebrations, unless they be truly of the
greatest importance, shall not have precedence over Sunday, which is the
foundation and kernel of the whole liturgical year. For this reason, the
Proper of the Time shall be given due preference over feasts of the saints
so that the entire cycle of the mysteries of salvation may be suitably
recalled” (Constitution on the Liturgy 106, 108). The celebration of the
feasts and memorials of the saints during the course of the year help us as
we strive to live the Christian life, for their lives are a model for us, their
witness of faith revives the strength of the Church, their examples inspire
us and their fraternal prayers support and strengthen us as we work for
the coming of the kingdom here on earth. Some Christians may say that
praying to the saints turn us away from the Lord but this is far from the
truth, for as it has just been said, the saints lead us resolutely towards him
for they now enjoy eternal blessedness with the Lord in heaven.
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The reason I have written the above, albeit very briefly, is in order to
help us all to fully participate in the mystery of the liturgical year in the
most active and conscious way. By listening each Sunday to God's
Word as it is proclaimed in the Liturgy, we are united with our Catholic
brothers and sisters throughout the world for these readings are
situated within the context of the universal Church and, punctuated, as
they are with prayers and hymns, they enrich our daily lives. Nourished
at the table of the Word and the Eucharist we are animated by the
Holy Spirit and the reign of God is more firmly established in our world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ all honour and glory is
given to the Father and by the mystery of our liturgical year with its
celebration of the feasts of the Lord, we are drawn towards that day
when we will be in Christ, Christ will be in God and God will be All in
all.
Fr. Aldo

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED
Suze Mathews made a brief statement at the recent Parish Council
Meeting about her becoming the Parish Representative for Aid to the
Church in Need:
1. Suze summarised her role as twofold: that of information conduit
bringing news and ideas about ACN to the parish and taking the parish’s
ideas and contributions back to ACN. Secondly that of encouraging
fundraising in the parish.
2. ACN will become one of our official parish causes to support. This
means that ACN will feature in the Bidding Prayers at some Sunday
Masses and become a part of our parish prayer life.
3. It was proposed agreed that in order to make ACN wider in its local
appeal (though Churches Together in Charlbury) we need to consider
projects that are Christian rather than exclusively Catholic. In particular
Suze proposed that projects that are family-focused such as refugee
families in the Middle East or similar might capture people's imagination.
4. Suze will take responsibility for writing updates for our Parish
Magazine, the weekly Bulletins, and the 'Church News' section in the
various newsletters for the various villages which form part of St.
Teresa's Parish (we cover about 6 villages, large and small).
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5. In the immediate, selling ACN
Christmas cards will continue as the
current fundraising effort (about £85
was raised at the Parish Bazaar by
selling cards). Thereafter, we could,
with Parish support, consider:






coffee mornings;
cheese/wine parties;
dinner parties + guest speakers;
a concert
guided tours of local historic
Anglo-Saxon Churches

6. As this is a parish project it would
be helpful if other parishioners who
are interested in ACN could work with
Suze in organising different fundraiser
events. If you would like to be
involved in this, please contact Suze
on 01993 891720 or email:
suemathews1066@btinternet.com

Sue Matthews

CHRISTMAS EVE
On the hills the shepherds guiding
Their flock to the safety of the fold,
For every lost sheep continue
searching
To bring them home from winter’s
cold.
Angels appear in their splendour,
Order the men their watch to leave,
Go seek the Messiah in a manger,
A helpless child in this rough world.
For on this night there will be no
grieving.
The lion in peace will greet the lamb
And man to man in true forgiving
Will go in love to meet their King.
There is a stillness on this evening
Though milleniums have gone,
Yet still we hope with child’s
excitement
To hear again the angels’song.
Listen the Christmas bells are ringing,
Re-echo again the angels’ call
While choirs in chancels joyful singing
Welcomes in the glorious dawn.

Fred Russell, Ascott.

MAGNIFICAT - DAILY MASS READINGS AND MUCH
MAGNIFICAT is a pocket sized monthly publication, which provides all readings,
psalms and prayers for every day of the year. It also carries a wealth of other
spiritual reading and daily reflections by inspirational theologians and writers
from all ages. The UK edition is edited by former parishioner Leonie Caldecott,
who many of you will remember warmly.
It has proven an excellent way to enter fully into the Church's liturgical rhythms
and spiritual legacy. It has also made the transition into the new liturgical form a
more manageable and comprehensible experience.
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If you are a reader at Mass, you might find this helpful to prepare your Sunday
reading before coming to church on Sunday. If you are simply a parishioner
wishing to have all the reading material for Mass in ONE booklet, then this is
for you.
The current rate is £38 per year - a £10 saving on the cover cost. For this you
will receive 12 monthly copies and a special issue for Holy Week.
Occasionally, we are sent a number of promotional copies and you are
welcome to take these home and use them as a sort of trial. If you are
interested in trialing a copy, please contact the parish MAGNIFICAT
Ambassador, Madeleine Wheare

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
The Pastoral Council meets 4 times a
year and the next meeting will be held
Weds 11 February 2015 at Lynden
Cottage, Dyers Hill, Charlbury - the
home of the Chairman.
All parishioners are invited to attend
and raise any items of concern, as
indeed they are welcome to contact
the Chairman at any time.
2014 saw an upsurge in parishioners’
participation in parish activities and
ministries. We were delighted to see
many young people coming forward
and volunteering their help. The pace
of our parish life has picked up
generally and the ripple effects can be
felt at every level.
The Finance Committee has recently
gone through a major reshuffle and
they are looking for one or two new
members to help them handle the
parish finances. Please contact Fr Aldo
if you can help.

Current projects we are working on:
- New service booklet containing the
full Order of Mass plus the FOUR
Eucharistic Prayers. The aim is to
reduce the number of booklets and
pieces of paper we have to juggle
during Mass.
- Removal of ivy from rear of
sacristy and around all the
outbuildings and trees on the
property.
- New garden shed for the
presbytery garden and removal of old
tumbledown one.
We are always looking for people who
want to become more involved in
parish life. So if you are feeling you
might like to join us, please contact:
Madeleine Wheare, Chairman
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CHANGES
When I was seven, Mum, Dad, John, Jimmy, Martin and me, all moved
into our new house, just built. We went to Mass in a nearby pub, and later
in our priest’s bungalow. The diocese bought a plot of land on the main
road and we began to raise money for our new church, I went almost
every day to watch diggers and workmen, the cement mixer etc. Slowly
St.Teresa’s Hartlepool was built. We had raffles, bazaars, bring and buy
sales, whist drives, pie and pea suppers and in 1955 the church was
opened.
We filled the pew in the 4th row from the front every Sunday. As my
brothers grew up they moved on, two left the church altogether, but John
remained settled in Hartlepool and like his Dad worked to help in the
church. He became a Eucharistic Minister. When the changes came in the
60’s he reused the wood from the reredos to make a baptismal font (not
unlike ours in St.Teresa’s, Charlbury), also a lectern, a pulpit and panels to
go behind the statues at the side. I grew up in that church. I helped my
Mum to clean it, I did dusting and some polishing, we had a lovely priest
when I was a teenager who explained the scriptures to us and answered
our questions, and we had a really good youth club which allowed us to
dance to the “Jing Jally Walla” music.
The reason I’m writing all this is that next year St.Teresa’s, Hartlepool, is
going to be demolished. The place that in many ways has been our
spiritual home is deemed “unfit for purpose” according to the Diocese of
Hexham and Newcastle which is now bankrupt. My family and my brother’s
family are very sad, how the community there will move on remains to be
seen.
This is bringing home to me that for a community to survive it needs a
place to worship not too far from home, but with fewer priests we are
going to have to think about this. A church is also a people working
together sharing joys, sorrows, trials and tribulations, also bazaars and
celebrations.
When I look at the Stations of the Cross in St.Teresa’s, Charlbury, I see
the Stations in St.Teresa’s Hartlepool, which are exactly the same. It
reminds me of all that I learnt growing up about church and community.

Hilda Joy-Jones

Advent and Christmas 2014
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OUR LADY OF KAZAN
Some years ago I received a present from Ukraine, an icon depicting Our Lady
with the child Jesus. Only recently did I discover that this is of Our Lady of
Kazan, venerated since the 16th century as the Protector of Russia.
The location of the original icon was unknown during the period 14381552, when Orthodox Christians in Kazan were oppressed by the conquering
Moslem Tatars, and it was only discovered in 1579, in pristine condition
despite burial, following apparitions of Our Lady to a young girl. After transfer
to Moscow, the icon remained for two centuries in a specially built church in
Red Square before its removal to St. Petersburg. The Red Square church,
destroyed in 1936 on Stalin’s orders, was replaced by the Russian Orthodox
Cathedral of Our Lady of Kazan, completed in 1993 in the same location.
The icon disappeared at the time of the Russian Revolution, eventually
re-emerging in private possession in England before its purchase in 1970 for
the Russian chapel in Fatima. There it remained until 1993 when it was
installed in the Vatican private chapel of Pope John Paul II.
In the interests of unity between Eastern and Western churches, in 2004
the Pope entrusted Cardinal Kasper with the task of returning the icon to the
Russian Orthodox Church, initially to Moscow before its re-instatement in
Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan. Cardinal Kasper explained its significance:
“Our Lady of Kazan is the protector of Europe and its Christian roots…After
two world wars and the phenomena of secularisation, Europe needs to be
founded again in the Faith”.
It is surely not coincidental that an icon of Our Lady of Kazan has
featured prominently in miraculous events in Syria in recent years.
Near the house of Ananias in Damascus, where St. Paul was baptised, is the
home of Myrna Nazzour, a Melkite Catholic, and her husband Nicholas, a
member of the Greek Orthodox Church. In November 1982, a cheap plastic
icon of Our Lady of Kazan in their bedroom began to ooze olive oil, as did the
palms of Myrna’s hands, and she received five apparitions of Our Lady. For
over twenty years the exudations of oil occurred at frequent intervals,
associated with miracles such as the restoration of sight to a blind Moslem
lady. Subsequently, Myrna experienced ecstasies, and until 2004 the stigmata
appeared on her body on Maundy Thursday in years when Easter coincided in
Eastern and Western branches of the Church.
Since 1982 Myrna and Nicholas’s home has remained open to all,
including Moslems, as a place of prayer. In addition, under the auspices of the
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Papal Nuncio to Syria, she has travelled throughout the world to spread the
message of ‘Our Lady of Soufanieh’.
The main theme of the messages conveyed to Myrna by Our Lady and
Jesus is UNITY, LOVE AND FAITH – within families, within communities and
within the Church. In Myrna’s words, we should pray for peace, love one
another, and pray for the unity of the Christian Church.
The full text of the messages received during the apparitions and
ecstasies can be found, together with videos, on the website
www.soufanieh.com. There is also a subtitled video on You Tube of Myrna
Nazzour in Canada September 2012
Mary Prior

CONFIRMATION
2014

On the 23rd November, the
Feast of Christ the King,
St.Teresa’s welcomed Bishop
William Kenney for the
Confirmation Mass.
Congratulations to Max
on his confirmation.

To join our parish e-mail group and
receive information about forthcoming
events by e-mail please send an e-mail
asking to be added to
stteresasnetwork-subscribe
@yahoogroups.com
Don't cry for me now I have died,
For I'm still here I'm by your side,
My body's gone but my soul's is here,
Please don't shed another tear,
I am still here I'm all around,
Only my body lies in the ground.
I am the snowflake that kisses your nose,
I am the frost, that nips your toes.
I am the sun, bringing you light,
I am the star, shining so bright.
I am the rain, refreshing the earth,
I am the laughter, I am the mirth.
I am the bird, up in the sky,
I am the cloud, that's drifting by.
I am the thoughts, inside your head,
While I'm still there, I can't be dead.
(Author unknown)
Contributed by Susie Walker as a Prayer
for a recently deceased friend in Ireland

Advent and Christmas 2014
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AN UNEXPECTED RESULT OF BEING A SOLDIER IN WW1
My Father, Allan Frost, enlisted aged 17, in the Pals Batallion in
Birmingham at the start of the War in 1914. He was subsequently sent to
fight at the battle of the Somme in France. There they were in trenches
and, at the command to fight, they left their trench. At the same moment,
a bomb exploded there. The first soldier leaving was killed outright, the
second was massively injured, the third was also injured, my Father had
his right elbow and arm shattered and the last soldier was unharmed.
After long stays in hospital to rebuild his elbow and arm, my Father
returned to the UK. He had learnt to write with his left hand. Later he and
his brother ran their own successful business for many years beside
St.Chad’s Cathedral. He later managed to write with his right hand.
However, it was doubtful whether that from the right or the left was more
readable!
Paula Biggs

ST. TERESA'S IS A FAIRTRADE PARISH
The TRAIDCRAFT stall at St Teresa's is set up outside the church on the
terrace, from April to October. This year parishioners gave GENEROUS
support to producers in the developing world by buying £260 worth of
TRAIDCRAFT goods through the parish stall and at the Church Bazaar in
September. In addition, there was a sale of TRAIDCRAFT Christmas
Cards at the Church Bazaar in September and that raised a further £105.
Madeleine Wheare would like to thank all her patrons for their humorous
support and genuine interest in the range of Fairtrade products. She
would also like to thank Hannah Lewis, Zoe Foster and Victoria
Paines who all took turns running the stall when Madeleine was away.
Together they covered most "dry" Sundays. Hannah, Zoe and Victoria
have all been able to use this valuable experience towards their Duke of
Edinburgh Award.
Traditionally, the FT stall is closed for the winter and will reopen after
Easter when the clement weather returns.
A TRAIDCRAFT Christmas catalogue can be obtained by contacting
Madeleine on 01608 810092 or mad@wheare.org. Alternatively,
orders can be handled with TRAIDCRAFT direct by
using their website: www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
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MISSIO RED BOX APPEAL
APF-Mill Hill’s Red Boxes can be found in over 200,000 Catholic homes in England
and Wales, and all donations made through these boxes go to fund the work of the
Catholic Church abroad, bringing hope to the people that need it the most.
The Association for the Propagation of the Faith (APF) was founded in 1822 by
Pauline-Marie Jaricot, and it assists the Catholic Church’s 1,069 mission dioceses to
provide pastoral care and preach the Gospel effectively.
In England and Wales, the APF works collaboratively with the Mill Hill Missionary
Society, which is the only major missionary society to have been formed in
England. Mill Hill missionaries are sent to some of the most remote places in the
world, to help people both spiritually and materially.
By donating through the Red Box Appeal
HAS IT BEEN SAID?
you will be joining a worldwide community of
generous givers whose support over the years
Has it been said already?
What Christmas means to us all.
has helped Missio make a difference in their
The birth of Christ so long ago
four focus areas of provision: children’s
Celebrated round trees so tall.
projects; the training of local priests and
sisters; the building of church infrastructure
Family meals together
and support of faith communities; and the
Turkey, mince pies and pud
promotion of world mission through prayer and
Glasses of bubbly and presents
study.
Making everyone feel good
I will be collecting the Red Boxes on 21st
It’s a time for reminiscing
December after Mass at St Teresa’s, and if you
Thinking of families long gone
attend Mass at St Kenelm’s Church, please
Plus looking to the future
hand in your boxes to Fr. Aldo, who can then
And the New Year before long
pass them on to me.
But if we have a moment
If you do not already own a Red Box, and
Amongst all the festivities and fun would like one, please contact me
Grab a moment to say a prayer
(foster436@aol.com). I would be happy to
For all the things not done
answer any questions you may have, regarding
Missio and their work, or you can refer to their
Peace is still a long way off
website (www.missio.org.uk) where there is
Many do not have a home
People with not enough to eat
information on their past, present, and future
Searching water, having to roam
work.
Missio is a charity that relies solely on
Has it been said already
donations, so I would urge you to give
To be good to our fellow man?
whatever you can, as it is sure to make a
Make time in your own lives
difference.
And do a random act of
Zoe Foster
kindness if you can.
Sheila Peacock

Advent and Christmas 2014
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“A SPIRITUAL COMPANION” BY CARDINAL BASIL HUME
The book, “A Spirital Companion”, by Basil Hume, was brought to my
attention by a friend. It has small reflections for all seasons, Lent and Holy
Week, the weeks of Easter, then into the season of quiet reflection, then
Advent and of course Christmas.
I found them a very useful resource for a quiet meditation:

“When you get no consolation in prayer, when you feel you are getting
nowhere, that may be the best prayer you have ever said because you are
doing it not for your sake but for God’s.
Always seek the God of consolation; never seek the consolations of God.
It is always that way round.
Quite often we are in a kind of distraught mood and simply don’t know
how to pray, feeling that deep sense of being lost. It is good at such times
to see oneself rather like the lost sheep in the parable caught in the briars
surrounded by fog; the more you try to escape from the brambles the
more you get entangled. The more you try to rush through the fog, the
more likely you are to get lost. When you are in that mood, just wait in
your prayer, wait for Him to come and disentangle you.
Cardinal Basil Hume

Max Foster

I have found this little contemplation helpful when times are hard. The
book is published by Lion publications ISBN 07459 50078.
Hilda Joy Jones
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BETH'S SONG
ST RHADAGUND'S IOW - AUGUST 2014
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
God made the earth and universe. He has never ever ever stopped
working to make the world better. He did it in 7 days but only worked 6
days. On the 7th day He rested.
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
On the 25th of December God's son was born. Most people were very
happy but the king was not. God's son went to safety.
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
God's son died 2000 years ago to save us from our sins. He died on the
cross. It was really sad for the disciples.
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
On the Sunday after He died, He came back to life. That's what we call
Easter Sunday. The disciples were very happy but did not know who he
was at first. Then they found out who he was.
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
Thank you God for our world and our life
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week
60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 7 days in a week

Beth
15 August 2014

Beth is my god-daughter. We spent a week together at St Rhadagund’s
Christian Holiday Centre on the Isle of Wight during the summer. She
wrote this song to perform at the Talent Show on our last night. She wrote
it all by herself during the afternoon and never showed it to anyone before
performing it. I was quite anxious … and the organisers somehow
scheduled her act for the last of the evening… and God certainly was
moving about that place. She brought the whole place to its feet and many
people have asked for copies. I was truly humbled by her faith in the
message she wanted to convey.
Madeleine

Advent and Christmas 2014
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ST TERESA’S CHURCH BAZAAR SATURDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2014
This is the parish’s premier fund raising event of the year and once again
it was a great success. Many parishioners, old and new, young and "less
young", from both St Kenelm's and St Teresa's congregations participated
and had the opportunity of working together on the stalls and getting to
know each other better.
Full financials are below.
STALL NAME
DOOR
RAFFLE
HOME PRODUCE
GUESS THE WEIGHT: cake and
marrow
BRIC A BRAC
BOOKS
BOTTLES
GIFTS
SCARVES AND BAGS

192.07
93.80
155.10
47.00
79.70

PLANTS
CAFÉ (less expenses)
DONATIONS
TOTAL:

78.50
47.00
60.00
1095.94

Takings 2013
43.25
223.00
229.60
combined w/
above
206.60
118.06
160.50
120.20
combined w/
above
69.25
67.36
nil
1287.82

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE
(ongoing raffle – draw 14 Dec)

202.00

nil

104.70
70.20

135.75
49.50

47.25
65.35

55.54
nil

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED
on 27 September

1585.44

1462.11

Event Expenses Total:

- 83.60

- 66.50

EXTRA FUND RAISING
CHRISTMAS CARDS
YOUTH GROUP
(for local charity)
FAIRTRADE GOODS
AID TO CHURCH IN NEED

Takings 2014
36.04
123.00
170.73
13.00
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Please note that the “new style” Christmas Hamper Raffle will be drawn on
14 December so the proceeds from that Raffle will increase the overall
total substantially (we hope).
Thank you for your support and enthusiastic collaboration. Please buy your
raffle tickets soon if you haven’t already!
Madeleine Wheare

SAFEGUARDING AT ST. TERESA’S
In July, Louise Littledale resigned from her position as Parish Safeguarding
Representative, and I would like to take this opportunity to express the
gratitude of the parish for all her years of hard work. Back in 2003, we
were very fortunate to have someone so able, who was willing to take on
the challenges of this role, setting up the safeguarding systems as
directed, to promote the wellbeing of our children, young people and
indeed anyone who might be vulnerable in our parish community. Since
then, Louise has worked tirelessly, ensuring that the regulations put in
place are strictly adhered to, for the good of everyone. I am doing my best
to continue Louise’s good work, and should anyone ever have cause for
concern regarding the safety of anyone in our parish, I would urge you to
refer to the contact details below, which are also on the noticeboard at the
back of St. Teresa’s Church, and on display at Mass on Sunday at St.
Kenelm’s. Any concerns or allegations will be responded to promptly and
sensitively.
Jane Jones, Safeguarding Co-ordinator in Birmingham: 07976 516629
Fr. Aldo Tapparo, Parish Priest: 01608 810576
Mrs Sharnalee Foster, Parish Safeguarding Representative: 01608 678731
Any questions concerning policies can be put to the Safeguarding Team at
Cathedral House during office hours on: 0121 230 6240
Sharnalee Foster

Advent and Christmas 2014
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY
OUTLINE OF VISIT TO DURHAM, LINDISFARNE AND OTHER
SITES ASSOCIATED WITH THE EARLY CHURCH IN ENGLAND
Monday 24 August – Saturday 29 August, 2015
Single room (one person): £438.25 Double room (two people): £851.50
PILGRIMAGE LEADER: Sue Mathews

Churches Together in Charlbury is organising a pilgrimage visit to the
sites of the early Church in England.
THE PROGRAMME
WHEN: MONDAY 24 AUGUST – SATURDAY 29 AUGUST 2015
ITINERARY: 6 Days/5 nights based in Durham including the train journey to/from Banbury to Durham
DAY 1 24/08 Travel to Durham by train from Banbury, with a mini-bus
from Charlbury to Banbury Station. We stay at St Chad’s College, opposite
the Cathedral
DAY 2 25/08 An extended visit to the Cathedral to visit the Shrine of
St Cuthbert and to visit Bede's tomb; visit to the Treasury to
see Cuthbert's original coffin, pectoral
cross, religious vestments donated by King Athelstan (very early 10c).
The afternoon is free time to explore Durham.
DAY 3 26/08 A day at Lindisfarne - this is entirely controlled by the tide
timetable, and will mean an early start. Leave 0800 arrive for safe
crossing by 1030, lunch/dinner on the island, then cross back at
2000. This is a long day with an early start, but there’s plenty to see/do
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on Lindisfarne including our visit to the Priority and St. Mary’s Church,
including some good walks around the Island seal spotting or
swimming for the very hardy.
DAY 4 27/08 Visits to Escomb, an 8th church built on the site of a
Celtic church using stones from local Roman military camp and then
Jarrow - the original Anglo-Saxon Church where Bede lived and
wrote. There's a great exhibition attached to Jarrow called
'Bedesworld' . Pilgrimage Dinner.
DAY 5 28/08 Visits to Hexham to see the Abbey and then to Ruthwell
to see the decorated 7c preaching cross, with scenes from the New
Testament decorated in the same style as the Lindisfarne Gospels
DAY 6 29/08 Return journey to Banbury/Charlbury by train, with a
mini-bus to take everyone back to Charlbury.
NOTE: We take a coach to Lindisfarne, Escomb, Jarrow, Hexham
and Ruthwell. During these 6 days there will be plenty of time for
you to explore Durham on your own. The Lindisfarne day may be
changed to another day depending on the tide table.
ACCOMMODATION: St Chads is centrally located in Durham; this is
student accommodation of either single or double bedrooms all with
en suite bathrooms, breakfast included, with optional dinner. There is
a bar, chapel, sitting room (common room) and gardens which we
may use.
If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact
me
Suze Mathews 01993 891720
E-MAIL: suemathews1066@btinternet.com

Thank you to everyone who contributed articles to this 10th
edition of the St.Teresa’s magazine.
We hope to distribute the next issue during the Easter season.
If you have anything that you would like to contribute, please
contact Alison Offer (813063)
email alison@wychwoodtigger.com
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‘WHERE WILL OUR PARISH BE IN TEN YEARS TIME?’
PETER CLIFTON TALKS TO FATHER ALDO TAPPARO
PARISH PRIEST OF ST TERESA’S CHARLBURY

Peter: The background is the letter by seven priests in The Tablet of June
2012 that led up to the formation of A Call to Action [ACTA], a group of
English Catholics concerned about the decline of the Church. Members are
inspired by Vatican II, and are mainly older lay people but with some priests
of every age. I joined it at its start in autumn 2012. We believe that
dialogue with our bishops and a willingness to help them is vital.
The Oxfordshire branch had a good conversation with Bishop William
Kenney, shortly after Pope Francis was elected, expressing our hopes that
the views of the laity on marriage, married priests and other important
topics would be listened to.
The Oxon group resolved that its members should meet our parish
priests to talk about what we could offer to do to help in view of the priest
shortage - what will our parishes look like in 10 years' time?
Father Aldo: There will be fewer priests. In Charlbury I would envisage that
because of the numbers that come to Mass, the Parish would be linked to
Chipping Norton. There would almost certainly be no Parish Priest in
Charlbury. Mass would continue in Charlbury, but the Enstone Mass would
probably end. The priest to laity ratio of 1/60 is not viable when you
consider the shortage of priests.
Peter: Looking at the possibility of an even more drastic reduction in Mass
centres, how would you envisage Catholics continuing to worship in the
absence of Mass?
Father Aldo: They will almost certainly make use of the Liturgy Office’s
Celebration of the Word and Communion In The Absence of a Priest.
Peter: It is not the sacrifice of the Mass.
Father Aldo: I completely agree. You might ask, as we are close to Oxford,
where there are so many priests, could we not ask one of them to say Mass?
So that you understand the problem, the Diocese sets a price for daily Mass
of £30, and Sunday Mass said by an outside priest costs the parish £50 plus
the cost of travel. Five weekday Masses and one Sunday Mass with the
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Parish served by an outside priest would cost at least £250. The weekly
collection is less than that.

Peter: Could the Parish go on as a Christian community? I’m thinking of the
work that parishioners do in taking Communion to the sick and visiting
them, which could be their responsibility.
Father Aldo: They will continue to do so. Let me return to the service without
a priest. The Church, as I have been informed, does not favour a Service of
the Word and Holy Communion, but simply a Service of the Word. Sundays
are different and a Service of the Word and Holy Communion would be the
form.
Peter: How would the governance operate in this priest-less parish?
Father Aldo: The priest, probably based in Chipping Norton, would remain
responsible for administration. He could delegate, but he would still have
the last word.
Peter: Would there be any widening in the people able to preach the word?
Father Aldo: Preachers need training. I can envisage lay preachers getting
the scriptures around their neck. There is so much to learn. I have
experience of looking out a seminarian to preach at a Sunday Mass, to come
to preach about vocations on Vocations Day, in Oxford. That was something
he could do, but he argued that because he was not a deacon, he could not
preach. However, the exception proves the rule, and for a serious reason
he could be recruited to preach. He agreed and gave the congregation a
good message about priestly vocations. The point is that I do not oppose
preaching by non-deacons entirely, but preachers need to be trained.
Peter: I have a real liking for enthusiastic preaching, and would like to hear
more lay people preaching.
Father Aldo: I’m not opposing it, but the Celebration of the Word and
Communion in the Absence of a Priest may not be the liturgy for that.
Peter: Do you see the numbers of Catholics as continuing to decline over the
next ten years and beyond?
Father Aldo: Any growth from influx of ethnic groups – the Poles, the
Filipinos and the Keralans – will have no impact on rural parishes. The
model for future rural Catholicism is the Churches Together model.
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Peter: Does that mean worshipping together?
Father Aldo: No. It means coming together for social reasons, working
together on worldwide problems, moral issues and local need. In rural areas
the English urban model of different Catholic parochial associations doesn’t
work: the parishes are too spread out and too small. An example of a joint
good work, where our own Catholic parish could provide a positive input in
Charlbury, could be the care of the lonely and old over Christmas, shared
with other denominations.
Peter: What can parishioners do to help in this scenario of losing a priest in
charge and suffering reductions in numbers?
Father Aldo: There is sufficient dynamism in the parish to keep it going: it
has people who are really committed Catholics. In recent times it has been
these people who have kept things going. Our faith can be kept alive so
long as its members are faithful to their commitment.
It is possible to envisage being able to get priests in to say two Masses if
the monies earned from renting or selling the Presbytery are put to that
purpose.
Peter: Is there a way we could get more priests, for example by relaxing the
rule of priestly celibacy and having married Deacons?
Father Aldo: I don’t see a solution along those lines. I ask this question: is
the priesthood as developed through our training too professional? I have a
friend who is a priest who runs a business as well as a parish, and the
change that running that business has made to him and to his parish has
been marvellous. Over twenty years he has built up and built up the
numbers of people going to his Church, turning the parish round from near
closure to success. As a background to this success, there has been his
celibacy, because no matter how far he has departed from traditional ways
of priestly behaviour, there remain many things that he has given up.
Celibacy allows priests to be single-minded in so many ways. Six years in a
seminary offers more than a permanent deacon can acquire.
The relaxation of the requirement of celibacy does not guarantee an
increase of those wishing to become priests. Look at the numbers of clergy
in the Anglican, Methodist and Baptist churches, to name a few, and all of
these suffer from lack of clergy. If celibacy were relaxed, would that mean
that priests could marry? If so, that would be a departure from practice.
The orthodox don’t allow it. The Catholic byzantine Churches don’t allow it.
“Priests” marrying are from the Reformation.
Peter Clifton (peter@romewalk.co.uk)
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Join us for the
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Charlbury

Sunday 14th December
3.00pm
Followed by
REFRESHMENTS
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