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With the publishing of our Parish Magazine at the beginning of our new
Liturgical Year it would be proper for an introduction to reflect upon the
consequences of that but having glanced through the draft copy that
speaks to us of the Parish Pilgrimage to the North East earlier this year my
words will focus very briefly upon pilgrimages in general.

There can be no doubt, for history shows this, that the cause of
pilgrimages an instinctive notion of the human heart for wherever we
look, people of all religions journeyed to where the gods or heroes were
born or died or where they had brought about some great action. The
Egyptians, the Greeks, the Peruvians all journeyed as did the Buddhists or
followers of the prophet Mohammed to their special places so granting this
instinctive movement of human nature. We Christians, too, have also
travelled the lands almost since the beginning of the Church being born
from the side of Christ. By the fourth century a letter from Saints Paula
and Eustochium to a Roman matron Marcella urges her to follow them out
to Palestine to visit the holy places associated with the birth, life and death
of our blessed Lord, as have countless others before them. They write
“Whosoever is noblest in Gaul comes hither. And Britain though divided
from us yet hastens from her land of sunset to the shrines known to her
only through the Scriptures”. Their letter continues to describe the
multitude of nationalities who journey to the Holy Land and have done so
since Apostolic times. Once the conversion of Constantine had taken place
and the Empress, St. Helena had been to Jerusalem in the fourth century,
pilgrims going there became more numerous and frequent. Obviously, the
places of pilgrimages widened as time passed and Rome soon became a
centre and the Ecclesiastical History of St. Bede is full of references to
those who visited the tombs of the Apostles.

As time passed pilgrimages became more organised by the clerics who
prepared the entire route beforehand and mapped out the cities to visit.
Groups of troops were gathered to protect the travellers and Christian
almsgiving invented a method of participation in the merits of the
pilgrimage for those who were unable to take part in them. Hospices, too,
were set up along the pilgrim routes and it eventually came to pass that
these pious journeys gradually became fixed and definite. For example the
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rules which governed the canons of Hereford Cathedral legislation was
found to be necessary. No canon was to make more than one
pilgrimage beyond the seas in his own lifetime. But each year three
weeks were allowed to enable any that would to visit shrines within the
kingdom. To go abroad to the tomb of St. Denis, seven weeks of
absence was considered legal, eight weeks to the body of St. Edmund at
Pontigny sixteen weeks to Rome or to St. James at Compostella, and a
year to Jerusalem.

Pilgrimages were also ways of doing penance and could be imposed as
a result of receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation for graver crimes.
The four favoured ones were to visit the tombs of the Apostles in Rome,
the shrine of St. James in Compostella, St. Thomas' body in Canterbury
and the relics of the Three Kings in Cologne. Naturally with all this there
was a great deal of corruption and even from the earliest times the
Fathers of the Church perceived how liable such devotions were to
degenerate into an abuse. St. John Chrysostom, so ardent in his praise
of pilgrimages, found it necessary to explain that there was "need for
none to cross the seas or fare upon a long journey; let each of us at
home invoke God earnestly and He will hear our prayer". (To be
continued).

Fr. Aldo

We have had a busy year of events. In Lent we had a series of talks

examining our different faiths, as we have five churches in Charlbury,

we had five people to talk about Anglicans, Baptists, Catholics,

Methodists and Quakers. Very interesting. Later, at our spring meeting,

we had Mick Donegan from “Special Effects”, a charity which provides

technological support for children and adults who have deeply

challenging conditions, enabling them to reach out and communicate

with the outside world.

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY
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Throughout the year, we had shared worship three times in St.Mary’s. The

first to mark One World Week, organised by the Quakers, then Dr. Nicholas

Wood who led us with the Baptists, focusing on Christian Unity, then in May

there was a Eucharistic Service to celebrate Pentecost, hosted by St.Mary’s. We

had a very good World Women’s Day of Prayer at the Quakers (men were also

invited).

Churches Together is not a fund raising body, but we do raise some funds

and we aim to donate to various charities throughout the year, mindful that we

may need funds for expenses. Our main fundraising is for Christian Aid, this

includes lent lunches – to which all are welcome – a Christian Aid lunch, and the

house to house collection. Our ongoing activities include the Holiday Club,

always very popular, where 40-60 children come for four days of activities

during the summer holidays. We support the R.A.D club, a joint faith service for

the under 12s.

We have a store at the Street Fair – “Home Grown, Home Made”. Money

goes to the pot for distribution later. There is also the Church Friends Network

– do you have a representative in your road in Charlbury?

Next Lent we are doing “Christianity in Action”. Speakers will be:

11th March 2014: Alison Webster, Social Responsibility Advisor

for the Oxford Anglican Diocese

18th March 2014: Alistair Murray, Housing Justice

15th March 2014: John and Chris Simmonds “City of Sanctuary”

1st April 2014 : Gwithian Doswell – Ecumenical Accompaniers

(Israel/Palestine)

8th April 2014 : Samantha Waterton – Langley House Trust (ex-prisoners).

Madeleine Wheare has now stepped down from the CTC committee for

St.Teresa’s. Clare Carswell has joined me, we also need a new secretary to take

notes – volunteers welcome.

We do an amazing amount of sharing and caring, witnessing to Christ’s

loving command to care for one another, it would be nice if people could share

in the events we hold, even if you don’t live in Charlbury.

Hilda JJ
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I suppose I should be ashamed to say
it, but I had never been on a
pilgrimage before and was a bit wary
about how it might turn out! I need
not have worried – it really was an
enjoyable experience and I am glad I
took the opportunity to join it.

The fifteen of us got on very well
together and enjoyed each other’s
company. Our spiritual needs were
taken care of by Canon David, who
started each day with Mass in the
chapel of St Chad’s College, where we
all stayed. Sue Mathews had spent
many months in preparing and
organising each day and there were
no hitches and everything went like
clockwork.

It was good to be staying at an old
College, literally in the shadow of the
magnificent Cathedral – so much more
appropriate than staying in a modern
hotel. The College staff looked after us
well and the large Dining Hall and
panelled corridors all added to the
atmosphere.

There were outings and coach trips
which took us over many a mile of the
surrounding countryside, visiting
ancient churches and chapels. There
was the amazing exhibition of the
Lindisfarne Gospels to see – people
were coming from far and wide and
throughout the day there were
carefully regulated queues of people
going through the doors of the

Exhibition Hall – not too many at a
time in order to maintain the right
atmosphere so that the exhibits were
not affected.

There was a tour of the wonderful
Cathedral and a whole day which was
spent going up to Holy Island to
experience all that it offered. Some of
us had relations and friends in the
area, so there were some happy
reunions, too.

The College gave us a special room for
our Pilgrimage Dinner on the last night
which was a fitting way to end our five
day journey.

Altogether, it was truly a memorable
experience.

Lynnette Murphy

PARISH PILGRIMAGE –
AUGUST 5–10 2013
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This is an edited form of Peter
Clifton’s reflection at the beginning of
the parish pilgrimage in June.

What is a pilgrimage, and what
can we expect from it? Pilgrimage is
travelling with companions to
somewhere holy to make an act of
worship. So what is this pilgrimage
for?

Jesus, who is our model pilgrim,
asked the same questions. We know
the answers He rejected, because
they were His temptations in the
desert. Stones made into bread? –
Jesus rejects the simple satisfaction of
hunger for security as a big enough
motive for His pilgrimage. It’s not
about having a comfortable life. For
our pilgrimage, refusing the bread
made from the stones means that we
refuse to think ‘If I’m comfortable in
myself, that’s all I need to hope for to
continue’.

A second mistaken idea about
pilgrimage is that it will bring an end
to our search for help from God.
Remember Christ’s temptation was to
have God’s support in such an
interventionist way that He could
even throw Himself off the temple
tower and be spectacularly saved
from death. Jesus rejects that.
Simple message: pilgrimages are not
about achieving holy rapture. If God
does not seem to speak to you before
the pilgrimage, don’t expect Him to

address you directly after it. Christ-
ians hear the word through the
teaching of Jesus and the preaching
and practice of it by the members of
the Church. You will still need that
sort of help after the pilgrimage.

What is the point of a pilgrimage,
then, if you start by realising it won’t
possibly match anything you might
want? This is the surprise – the point
of the pilgrimage is exactly the same
for us as it was for Our Lord – simply
the companionship of other people
willing to make the same hopeful
journey. The gifts of the pilgrimage
come from the other pilgrims on the
way.

It removes a great anxiety when
you realise that, and it gives you an
easy responsibility – to be a good,
jolly pilgrim and talk with your
companions. Think of Jesus, making
His pilgrimage through the Holy Land,
telling His wonderful parables, praying
for the healing of the sick, teaching
that we need to let go on the quest
for satisfaction in our holiness and get
into forgiving each other, and having
friendship and concern for the
marginal people, pleasure at
children playing and dancing, the joy
of children being born, the happiness
of eating and drinking together with
other people - even runaway sons.
The pilgrimage of life.

REFLECTION AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PILGRMMAGE
JUNE 2013
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We do need time for prayer and
we can’t avoid considering our
shortcomings. Get straight with
your conscience; do respect
others’ need for quiet prayer;
but do remember too that no
one can be gloomy in the
company of the companions of
Jesus Christ, and that is where
your healing will come from.
We have come to a holy place
to be nearer to God: but we
have not escaped from the need
to be near to other people.

Peter Clifton
June 2013

When we were on Lindisfarne, Michael and I went for a walk round the
island, when we got to Gertrude Jekyll’s garden, I stopped and he
continued his walk. As I wandered round the garden admiring the
layout, I saw in a glass fronted case on the wall the original sketch of
the garden plan, flowerbeds in the middle, fruit and veg in the beds
along the sides sheltered by the walls. The flowers and their positions
were carefully detailed and planned for colour and effect.

I sat on the bench there in the sun and looked around, many of the
flowers had rampaged across the bed or over onto the path, the
hollyhocks had all escaped out of their frames and were waving in the
breeze. The garden had gone its own way.

The thought came to me that God has a loving plan for us all, carefully
made, but we, like the plants, rampage our own way, but in time our
loving gardener pulls us back to plan, plants us anew and sends us on
our way.

Hilda Joy Jones

Hilda JJ

A PILGRIM THOUGHT
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I came across this ancient Celtic prayer on 
our Pilgrimage to Durham and North-
umberland. It has been used as a theme 
prayer for the congregation of the Saxon 
church at Escomb. 
 

“As the rain hides the stars, 
As the autumn mist hides the hills, 
As the clouds veil the blue of the sky,  
So the dark happenings of my lot 
Hide the shining of thy face from me. 
 

Yet, if I may hold thy hand in the darkness, 
It is enough,  
Since I know, that though I may stumble in  
                                                my going, 
Thou dost not fall.” 

Susie Walker 
 

 A CELTIC PRAYER 
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Do you find Sunday a day of rest? Or do you rush around doing all the talks 
that need to be done before Monday? 
 

Even God rested on the seventh day from the amazing work of creation. 
So if God rested, so should we. There is a natural rhythm and cycle to human 
life, which combines work and rest, we can understand this. The popular 
maxim says “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy” (or girl). For the 
sake of our physical and spiritual health and well-being, we need to find time 
to rest and recreate. 

 

How do we make Sunday special in our busy lives? Well, it is hard to do but 
try to set aside at least time to sit, Sunday meal, where you can share. Talking 
over life with a leisurely meal is a good start. Or, as we live in a lovely area, a 
family or friends walk together, weather permitting. Even you possibly might 
have a prayer together. Pius XII said “the family that prays together stays 
together” 

Hilda JJ 
 

 TIME OUT 
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The journey up to Durham wasn't special. We did it in the family car and
it felt just like going anywhere else. The coach journeys were different;
particularly the one to Lindisfarne, because it was the longest. There was
something about our all being together, enclosed, separated from the rest
of humanity and on our way to a holy place, which created an atmosphere
of community between us, and of purpose.

This was an aspect of pilgrimage that had not occurred to me
before. I had always taken it that people went on pilgrimages
just because they wanted to visit the holy places that lay at the end of the
journey; that had been my only conscious motivation for going. Getting
there, I thought, was just a necessary preliminary, and journeying in a
group just a convenient way of ending up there together. For us, it was
more convenient to take the car.

I now see that I had missed something. The speed and comfort of
modern travel undoubtedly takes something away from the atmosphere
that surrounded a medieval pilgrim's slower and lengthier progress, and
segre-gation in separate seats and road noise reduce the opportunities for
conver-sation enjoyed by travellers on foot, but there was something -
hard to define - about journeying together that changed the character of
the visit itself.

Nick Paines

The TRAIDCRAFT stall at St Teresa's is set up outside the church on the
terrace, from April to October. This year parishioners gave GENEROUS
support to producers in the developing world by buying over £235 worth
of TRAIDCRAFT goods through the parish stall and at the Church Bazaar
in September. In addition, there was a sale of TRAIDCRAFT Christmas
Cards at the Church Bazaar in September and that raised a further £134.

Madeleine Wheare would like to thank all her patrons for their
humorous and genuine interest in the range of Fairtrade products. She
would also like to thank Zoe F, who runs the stall when Madeleine is
away! Together they covered all "dry" Sundays. We are also delighted that
Victoria P is also training to be an extra pair of hands.

ST TERESA’S IS A FAIRTRADE PARISH

REFLECTION ON PILGRIMAGE
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Traditionally the stall is closed for the winter and will reopen after Easter
when the clement weather returns.

A TRAIDCRAFT Christmas catalogue can be obtained by contacting
Madeleine. Alternatively, orders
can be handled with TRAIDCRAFT direct by using their website:
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk

Over the last few months, Saint Teresa's Youth Group have been exploring
many different ideas within faith. We started by holding a few skill sharing
sessions where we all chose a particular skill to share with the other members
of the group. This was a brilliant way to get to know each other more, as we
got an insight into what we all do in our spare time.

Our next event was the St Teresa's Bazaar. We knew that after our previous
fundraising success, we wanted to raise money as a group for a chosen
charity. One of the skills sessions we held earlier on in the year, was a
drawing session. From this, we had a drawing done by each member of the
group. Coincidentally, they were all of various animals (see opposite)! This
led to on the idea of selling these drawings in the form of card for
Oxfordshire Animal Sanctuary. We sold them individually, and as packs of
five and we were hugely successful, raising £82.50.

From then on, we decided to go on with a more liturgical approach to the
meetings and started to look into Blessed John Henry Newman. We all found
these discussions incredibly interesting and felt that it would be a brilliant
experience for us to visit Littlemore, where Newman lived from 1842- 1846.
This visit is to happen in the near future and is something all of us are really
looking forward to.

Zoe F  

ST TERESA’S YOUTH
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Do any other parishioners have any
insights into two odd coincidences I’ve
recently stumbled over?

Was Hilaire Belloc inspired to
write his poem The Birds here?

A recent concert in All Saints,
Shorthampton, featured Hilaire Belloc’s
poem The Birds

When Jesus Christ was four years old
The angels brought Him toys of gold,
Which no man ever had bought or sold.

And yet with these He would not play.
He made Him small fowl out of clay,
And blessed them till they flew away:
Tu creasti Domine

Jesus Christ, Thou child so wise,
Bless mine hands and fill mine eyes,
And bring my soul to Paradise.

The poem describes
the legend generally
thought to be illust-
rated in a 15th century
wall painting at Short-
hampton church: the
illustration is a sketch
published in 1905
describing the recently-
uncovered paintings).

The painting is based on a story found
in the apocryphal Gospel of St Thomas
(the 15th century Church was far more
tolerant of non-canonical pseudo-

Gospels than later anti-Catholic bigotry
has tried to make out), though it’s also
recounted in the Koran1. As far as I can
trace, Shorthampton’s is the only
medieval illustration of the legend in
Britain, and it’s tempting to think Belloc
(a walking fanatic who stayed
connected to Balliol, his Oxford college,
till his death) got the inspiration for the
poem while rambling round Charlbury –
in Belloc’s day, as now, the handiest
place to Oxford for good country walks
and decent country pubs. Belloc was
something of an anti-Muslim, so it’s
unlikely he read the story in the Koran

The Shorthampton paintings were
uncovered after Belloc had left Oxford,
though before the poem was first
published in 1910. I can’t find any
positive evidence he wrote the poem
after their discovery, though. Can
anyone cast any light on when he did
write The Birds, or what else might
have inspired it?

Whatever inspired it didn’t just spark
off Belloc’s poem. The Shorthampton
concert featured Belloc’s poem in a
setting composed by Benjamin Britten.

1
Koran 5: 110 “Then will Allah say: "O Jesus the son of

Mary! Recount My favour to thee and to thy mother.
Behold! I strengthened thee with the holy spirit, so that
thou didst speak to the people in childhood and in
maturity. Behold! I taught thee the Book and Wisdom,
the Law and the Gospel and behold! thou makest out
of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, by My leave,
and thou breathest into it and it becometh a bird by My
leave”

CHARLBURY’S (POSSIBLE) TWO MOMENTS OF FAME
IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH CATHOLIC WRITING
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Did the world’s oldest book spend
a century hidden somewhere
round Charlbury?

Many readers may be familiar with St
Cuthbert’s Gospel: the beautiful
manuscript of St John’s Gospel, bound
like a modern book in the late 7th

century, and displayed in the British
Library, which bought it in 2012 from
the British Province of the Jesuits.

It’s spent its entire 1,400 year life in
religious or cultural institutions –
except for the century it went missing,
which it very possibly spent
somewhere in or around Charlbury.

The Gospel (in Latin, obviously, it
starts with the beautifully calligraphed
text that many will remember finished
every Mass till the 1960s) was
originally compiled for St Cuthbert’s
tomb at Lindisfarne, then moved to
Durham Cathedral. It stayed in
Durham till the Reformation,
disappeared briefly but turned up in
the inventory of an Oxford bibliophile

in the late 16th century. After that: no
trace, until around 1769 George Henry
Lee, the third Earl of Lichfield, gave it
to Father Thomas Philips, the Jesuit
chaplain to the recusant Earl of
Shrewsbury, who lived at Heythrop.

Lichfield’s main house at the time was
Ditchley (where his ancestors had lived
since the late 16th century), but the
family also owned Lee Place, opposite
the Charlbury entrance to Cornbury.

St Cuthbert’s Gospel is sometimes
called the world’s oldest book, because
it’s the earliest manuscript, anywhere,
bound and sewn together like a
modern book. It’s exactly the same
size as an iPhone, incidentally. The
learned press is awash with papers
about its bibliographic importance –
but no-one seems terribly interested in
what may well be its Charlbury Years.

It is possible, of course, it never came
here. The wife of the (Protestant) Lord
Lichfield came, like his neighbour
Shrewsbury, from an English recusant
family: practically all her sibling were
priests or nuns, based in Belgium. The
Gospel might have really belonged to
one of her family, and Lichfield might
have just brokered its handover to the
Jesuits. There’s no serious research I
can find into how Lichfield came to
treat it as his property.

It’s tempting, though, to imagine the
world’s oldest book somehow coming
into the possession of the Lee family in
the 16th century, then spending the
next century and a half in the back of
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It’s a magical time of year
When Christmas comes along.
Streets all bright with colour and
light
Carol singers filled with song.

Children hoping for an X box.
Mothers longing for ‘that’ dress.
Fathers wishing for an easy life.
Or a pair of socks instead!

Food piled upon the table
Turkey, stuffing, mulled wine,
Christmas cake and mince pies
Extended family round to dine.

Yes, a magical time of the year.
Plenty of presents and love.
God gave us His son Jesus
The BEST gift from heaven above.

Sheila Peacock

This week, as I was making
our Christmas cake, I was
remembering the first time I
made one.

In our first year in Senior
School we had a Domestic
Science period. Our teacher
was Mother Anastasia. We had
to collect the ingredients for
the cake from a separate
room, the Larder. Everything
was there including the dried
fruit and glace cherries.

Mother never queried how
many times we all needed to
visit the Larder!

Paula Biggs

The story of the Jesuit and the
Franciscan travelling together on
a train.

The Jesuit produces a fine cake
and cuts in in two, one piece
rather larger than the other, the
takes the larger piece for himself
and offers the smaller piece to
the Franciscan. “You’ve taken the
larger piece”, protests the
Franciscan.
“Which bit would you have
taken?” asked the Jesuit. “I would
have taken the smaller piece,”
replies the Franciscan. “Well”,
says the Jesuit, “you’ve got it.”

Contributed by Susie Walker
(original from the Telegraph letters page –

Duncan Brown, Sunningdale, Berkshire)

a cupboard at the end of Ditchley Rd (or
in Lee Place, which the family built in
Park St around 1720)

In Britten’s centenary year, it’s also
tempting to imagine Shorthampton
inspired works by both him and a man
once seen as one of the great Catholic
authors in English.

Tempting – but possibly just romantic
nonsense. I’d love to hear any
observations from any other parish-
ioners

Michael Flanagan  
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On the 20th October, the parish welcomed Archbishop Bernard Longley for the
confirmation Mass. Here are a few photos of the day (thanks to Clare Carswell
and Victoria Paines for the pictures).

CONFIRMATION 2013
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Annual meeting of the Birmingham Diocesan Justice and Peace
Commissions, 2 November 2013
Hilda Joy-Jones and Rosemary Galli

The meeting brings together representatives of various Parish Justice and
Peace Commissions together with members of the Birmingham Diocese
Commission to discuss a general theme and to present their own
experiences in dealing with it at parish, diocese and national levels. This
year the Conference discussed the dismantling of the Welfare state, its
impact on the vulnerable and what should be done about it.

The meeting was organised into two sessions: after a prayer and opening
reflection by Archbishop Longley, the morning session heard two speakers
from national organisations who presented some major facts concerning
current government benefit-cutting policy and a liturgical reflection on
Catholic social action. After a short break, the plenary broke into groups to
discuss what we heard and to raise further points and questions. When we
reassembled, a panel of three answered the outstanding questions and
added their own viewpoints to the mixture. Many of the questions revolved
around strategy/ies for dealing with the State's withdrawal from providing
a safety net.

The afternoon was devoted to workshops. Hilda attended the one on Food,
Fuel and Finance while Rosemary went to the workshop on a Call for
Action or ACTA, a lay group concerned with church reform centred mainly
but not exclusively on the fulfilment of Vatican II promises. The various
discussion groups posted their conclusions on the walls of the assembly
hall and the final plenary closed with prayer.

We thank Hilda and Rosemary for attending the stimulating and interesting
conference hosted by the Birmingham Archdiocese Justice and Peace
Commission. Copies of the full report of Hilda and Rosemary’s reflections
on the meeting are available at the back of the church. Please help
yourself to one to read at home.
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The Bazaar is held on the weekend closest to St Teresa's Day - our parish
patron saint's feast day - 1 October. Fundraising for the parish has become
more of a necessity in recent years as donations are diminishing and costs are
rising.

Bazaar organisation followed the format of previous years and consisted of 8
stalls, a French style Café and a Raffle of at least 20 items - first prize being an
extremely well furnished luxury Christmas hamper.

Local businesses were approached and invited to make a donation to our raffle.
They responded with characteristic generosity. We thank: The Charlbury Deli -
News and Things - The Charlbury Post Office - The Co-Op Pharmacy - Cotswold
Frames - The Three Horseshoes Pub - Maraedy Hair Salon - Charlbury Barbers
- Rachel Cooper Ladies Hairdressing - Wychwood Flowers Estate Agents -
Evenlode Books - The Co-Op Supermarket - The Bull Inn - Shaw and Co - RJ
Hair Salon - The Rose and Crown Pub

Many parishioners, old and new, young and "less young", from both St
Kenelm's and St Teresa's congregations participated and had the opportunity of
working together on the stalls and getting to know each other better. Full
financial details are below.

STALL NAME PROFIT
(£)

DOOR 43.25
RAFFLE 223.00 ADDITIONAL FUND RAISING
HOME PRODUCE 229.60 FT CHRISTMAS CARDS 135.75
BRIC A BRAC 206.60 YOUTH GROUP (OAS) 49.50
BOOKS 118.06 FAIRTRADE GOODS 55.54
BOTTLES 160.50
GIFTS 120.20
PLANTS 69.25 Event Expenses
CAFÉ (less expenses) 67.36 Printing/laminating 20.00

Room hire 46.50
ANDREA BATES ART 50.00

TOTAL: 1287.82
less expenses 1221.32

THE PARISH BAZAAR – SEPTEMBER 2013
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All in all it was a tremendous effort by a large number of people throughout
the parish. People who attended the Bazaar have made many favourable
remarks about the relaxed and happy atmosphere and friendly buzz in the
Hall. They all thoroughly enjoyed the variety of stalls and the raffle in
particular.

Thank you for your support and enthusiastic collaboration
Madeleine Wheare
Bazaar Coordinator

Nov 2013

MAGNIFICAT is a pocket sized monthly publication, which provides all
readings, psalms and prayers for every day of the year. It also carries a
wealth of other spiritual reading and daily reflections by
inspirational theologians and writers from all ages. The UK edition is edited
by former parishioners Leonie and Stratford Caldecott, who many of you will
remember warmly.

It has proven an excellent way to enter fully into the Church's liturgical
rhythms and spiritual legacy. It has also made the transition into the new
liturgical form a more manageable and comprehensible experience.

If you are a reader at Mass, you might find this helpful to prepare your
Sunday reading before coming to church on Sunday. If you are simply a
parishioner wishing to have all the reading material for Mass in ONE booklet,
then this is for you.

The current rate is £38 per year - a £10 saving on the cover cost. For this
you will receive 12 monthly copies and a special issue for Holy Week.

For more information, please contact Madeleine Wheare 

MAGNIFICAT - DAILY MASS READINGS AND MUCH MORE
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Madeleine Wheare was elected Chairman of the Pastoral Council in April
2013. Jack de Jode stepped down as Secretary in June and we are looking
for some-one to volunteer to fill this post.

Further to suggestions at the Parish Open meeting in April of this year, the
Pastoral Council is happy to say that they have successfully completed a
number of projects:

1 - Purchasing two new folding GOPAK tables for the Sunday coffee and
Fairtrade stall.

2 - Pruning the cherry tree beside St Teresa's Church in Charlbury and
removal of ivy from Church Cottage wall, next to the garden crucifix.

3 - Installing the new PA system in St Teresa's Church with new lectern
microphone and new speakers half-way down the church on each side.

4 - Ordering new Mass sheets TODAY'S MASS to replace the older form of
missalettes. Eucharistic Prayer booklets have also been provided.

The Pastoral Council meets four times a year and the next meeting will be
held Wednesday 5 February 2014 at Lynden Cottage, Dyers Hill,
Charlbury - the home of the Chairman. All parishioners are invited to attend
and raise any items of concern, as indeed they are welcome to contact the
Chairman at any time.

Madeleine Wheare, Chairman  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIIL NEWS

CHRIST THE KING 2013 – YOUTH MASS

Once again the young people of the 
parish chose the hymns, wrote and
read the bidding prayers and did the
offertory and readings at the 11am
Mass on Youth Sunday, the Feast of
Christ the King.

Pictured are Zoe, Hannah and
Agnieszka after the Mass (photo by
Brek Taylor)



Back Page St.Teresa’s Parish Magazine

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

Thank you to everyone who

contributed articles to this 8th

edition of the St.Teresa’a

magazine.

We hope to distribute the next

issue during the Easter season.

If you have anything that you

would like to contribute, please

    contact Alison Offer 

 

St. John Chrysostom said “not to enable the poor to share out goods is
to steal from them and to deprive them of life. The goods we possess
are not ours but theirs.”

St. Gregory the Great said “when we attend to the needs of those in
want, we give them what is theirs, not ours”.

These are troublesome thoughts to many, but if we all share what we
have all will benefit. I hope we will have more people sparing a tin of
meat, fish, vegetables to the food bank, rice, pasta and cereal or soup
are also welcome.

Hilda Joy-Jones

Join us for the annual
Advent Carol Service

St.Teresa’s Church
Charlbury

Sunday 15th December
3.00pm

All Welcome

The last two rehearsals for the choir for the
carol service are on Thursday 5th

December and 12th December, both at
7.30pm in St Teresa’s. All Welcome.

GIVING BACK TO OTHERS

To join our parish e-mail group
and receive information about
forthcoming events by e-mail
please send an e-mail asking to be
added to:

stteresasnetwork-subscribe at
yahoogroups.com
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