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INSIDE THIS ISSUE
 Ukraine
 CRAG
 Reflections
 World Youth Day
 ACN fundraising trip to Deerhust
Anglo-Saxon Churches
…and more

Thank you to everyone who
contributed articles to this
12th edition of the
St.Teresa’s magazine.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
6 May 2016: Mass in Middle Barton
22 May 2016: United Service (St.Mary’s)

We hope to distribute the
next issue during in
Advent.

23 May 2016: Visit to Deerhurst

If you have anything that
you would like to
contribute, please contact
Alison (813063)

31 July 2016: Parish Barbecue

19 June 2016: Fr Aldo’s 40th anniversary
celebration
May 2017: Pilgrimage to Walsingham

St. Teresa’s Parish Barbecue

Sunday 31st July 2016
from 12 noon
Presbytery Garden
£5 Adults £2.50 Children
(tickets available late June)

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
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LETTER FROM FR. ALDO: THE BULBECK ROOM
The events which led to the founding of the Parish of St. Teresa of Lisieux,
Charlbury had their origins in Kiddington Hall, a large Grade II listed manor
house located in Kiddington, near Woodstock, Oxfordshire. Sir Charles
Browne's great grandfather purchased the property around 1613 and it was
Sir Charles who rebuilt it in 1673 over the old foundations and employed
Lancelot 'Capability' Brown to lay out the gardens. The Browne's were a
Catholic family and had a private chapel in the Hall which, initially, was
served by members of the Order of St. Benedict and then a Carmelite Friar.
There were priests, too, who were Jesuits and others, from the Continent,
who served the Hall and chapel until the middle of the eighteenth century
during which time it became a Mass centre for the Catholic families of
Charlbury, Enstone, Radford and Gagingwell. The last priest to serve
Kiddington Hall was a Father Rock who spent an increasing amount of time
in Radford and set up an Oratory in the attic of the house where he
eventually lived.
It was around the year 1839 that Fr. Rock and Charles Brown-Mostyn, the
last of the Browne's to live at Kiddington Hall, discussed the possibility of
building a chapel at Radford which was designed by Augustus Welby Pugin
and completed in 1841. Sadly Fr. Rock did not see its completion as he died
in May 1839. His successor Father Heffernan took on the task and was the
one who celebrated the first Mass there on 19th January 1841. The Convent
was built by the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of St. Paul the
Apostle in 1845 who ran an orphanage and then a boarding school.
There were a succession of priests who continued the work of serving the
local Catholics and the Sisters and in 1969 Father Robert Bulbeck, a
Heythrop Jesuit took over the reins and it was in his time that the centre of
parochial activity moved from Radford to Charlbury, the decision being
taken in 1969 by Father Cyril Bennett. He was succeeded by Father Bulbeck
who became the first Parish Priest of the new parish of Charlbury.
Father Robert Bulbeck was born in Golders Green, London on 16th May 1914
and was educated by the Jesuits. In 1932, at the age of 18, he entered the
Jesuit Novitiate of the Society of Jesus and eventually began his studies for
the priesthood studying philosophy in St. Helier, Jersey and theology at
Heythrop College, Oxfordshire. After his ordination in 1946 he was first
assigned to St. Aloysius College, Glasgow as a teacher and from there he
went on to the Barlborough Hall School in Derbyshire. Between 1952 and
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1957 he worked in Guyana at the Cathedral in Georgetown and then as
priest in charge of the Catholic Church in Plaisance. Returning to the United
Kingdom due to a problem with his back, he worked in various Jesuit
parishes: St. Francis Xavier in Liverpool, St. Mary on the Quay, Bristol and
St. Ignatius, Stamford Hill. In 1969 he became the Parish Priest here in
Charlbury and, as many of you will remember, he remained here until 1997
when he retired , becoming a member of the Mount Street Community in
London. It was from there that he served at Braunton in Devon and then
worked as a chaplain at Sayers Common, West Sussex. At the age of 93 he
died on 17th October 2007 and his funeral took place at the Jesuit Church of
Farm Street, London 25th October.
As we look at the short summary of his very varied life we can see that St.
Teresa of Lisieux, Charlbury was the place where he spent 28 very active
years laying down the secure foundations of our parish. As we begin to
work to restore the building at the entrance to our church in order for it to
become a small area in which parish groups can gather for various activities
and a place where coffee after Mass can be served, thus strengthening our
community links, it is only fitting that in giving it a name, we can do no
better than to call it the Bulbeck Room thus ensuring that the one who
spent himself forming this parish in such a selfless way will be forever
fondly remembered.
Fr. Aldo

Max Foster
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CHARLBURY REFUGEE ACTION GROUP
On the 14th November last year we held a coffee morning in aid of St
Chad’s Sanctuary, Birmingham, and this was hugely successful thanks to
overwhelming support from St T’s parishioners, as well as from Churches
Together in Charlbury and the rest of the town. The next day, Charlbury
Refugee Action Group’s first fundraising event took place, also hugely
successfully. Since then a dedicated group has continued to work
productively for refugees and I urge you all to support this effort.
The “Jacket off your Back” initiative has already sent over two million
items of aid such as children’s shoes to children living in extreme poverty
in Syria, Lebanon Eastern Europe and Greece. The deadline for the latest
“Jacket off your back” appeal has just passed, but a search for CRAG
(Charlbury Refugee Action Group) online will give full information about
ongoing appeals. These include:
a) The Dunkirk Camp is currently short of many items (please see the list
on line or ask me for details). The collection point is 19, the Green,
Charlbury OX7 3QA.
b) Charlbury Fairtrade has already donated the sum of £150 to CRAG;
another reason to support Fair Trade.
c) CRAG now has a bank account: ask for bank accound details,
should you feel able to make a donation.
d) On the 6th May, 2016 there is to be “Quiz and Chilli evening” in
Charlbury. Look out for posters.
Thank you in advance for any support you can give.

Louise Littledale

Reading about the persecution of Christians in many other countries
make one realise how fortunate we are in this country to be able to
worship freely in our churches

Andrea Bates
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UKRAINE
The collection for Ukraine, taken on the 24th April at the request of Pope
Francis, brought to mind the years my brother worked there and it occurred
to me that the following accounts might be of interest to parishioners:
“In the early 1990s when I was working in Sumy, Ukraine, the Catholic
presbytery reopened after many decades of closure under communism.
There were only 6-8 parishioners initially, and Mass was celebrated on the
steps of the church in all weathers because the church building was still in
use as a school gymnasium. By 1993 the church had been returned, helped
by a letter from the Bishop of Wrexham. The first parish priest, Father
Vitali Skomorovski, was later consecrated as a bishop. The parish now has
a congregation of approximately 250, and to date has produced two priests
and three nuns.”
The following was written by Nina, one of the early parishioners:
“I was born in Ukraine. My parents were Christians. In the autumn of 1936
when I was seven, my family, like thousands of Soviet families, was
deported to Northern Kazakhstan. Nearly all Polish families living within
100 kilometres of the border were deported. Though I was a little girl at
the time, that great and horrible migration of people still stands before my
eyes.
We were transported in freight cars like cattle. We reached our destination
in a fortnight. It was late September. We were lodged in small dug-outs,
two families in each. The winter was very severe with snow storms and
temperatures of minus 40 degrees C. We were doomed to starvation,
disease and dying out. Typhoid, measles and scurvy took a great toll. All
human rights were violated and there was slavery on the collective farms.
In 1956 we were released by President Krushchev.
There were no churches in Kazakhstan. At school the teachers told us that
there is no God. I came home from school and tried to convince my
parents that there is no God, but they were staunch Christians and could
not change their beliefs.
In 1970 we moved to Sumy, Ukraine. On great holidays I attended the
Russian Orthodox church to pray for my relatives. In the autumn of 1991
somebody told me that a Catholic priest was coming to Sumy to say Mass
twice a month. I was 63 when I saw a Catholic priest for the first time.
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The church doors were locked so for a year we heard Mass on the steps
outside, even when it was raining or snowing. By October 1992 the
congregation had been given permission to celebrate Mass inside the church.
The following spring the church building was returned to the congregation.
You can only imagine the joy of the parishioners.
All my life I was deprived of the sacraments. It was only in 1994 that my
husband and I were married in church, and I made my First Communion”.

Mary Prior

POTENTIAL PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
We are considering a one day Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham sometime on a
Saturday in next year. We will go by coach in a day (so an early start) from
Charlbury.
We’re not sure how much this will cost, but we
would like to build some fund-raising for the
parish into the costs and we won’t have a bazaar
this Autumn.
Walsingham is a lovely pilgrimage destination and
holds a very special place for all Catholics in
Great Britain. We would aim to arrive in time for
the Angelus and Pilgrim’s Mass at midday,
followed by Benediction in the afternoon, with a
Parish Procession to the Shrine.
If you are interested, please let Suze Mathews
know suzemathews899 at btinternet.com
It is still possible to for individuals to go on private pilgrimages to Walsingham
this year for the year of mercy, perhaps in October, the month of the Holy
Rosary. Speak to Fr.Aldo if you are interested.
Suze Mathews

St.Teresa’s Parish has a parish website:

www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com
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FORWARD THINKING ABOUT OUR PARISH
Peter Clifton writes about preparing for change
When I joined the members of A Call To Action in 2012, it was our desire to
halt the decline in the Church that united us. Its first conference listened to a
talk by Thomas O’Loughlin on the early history of the Church, and the place of
the Eucharist within it. Why was it relevant? – because what has united
Christians in every age, with the exception of some Protestants, is the
celebration of what we now call the Mass, and their love of it.
O’Loughlin, Professor of Historical Theology at the University of Nottingham,
has recently published a book called The Eucharist, tracing the history of its
theology and practice over history. We may recall the shadow of several
centuries of greater and greater reduction in the reception of Communion,
fuelled by language which was happier with the idea of an ‘unbloody sacrifice’
than that of a meal. Mass-going, a key measure of religious commitment,
declined too. In the twentieth century we went back to an earlier confidence
about receiving Communion, but teaching about contraception after 1968 was
enough to convince many Catholics that conscience demanded that they
cease receiving Communion. They voted with their feet, and their children left
too.
Happily, all Christians have always remained sure that the very earliest
practice of the Church is to be loved and repeated, which is why O’Loughlin
was at that ACTA meeting. Briefly, the historical documents show that early
Christians ate a meal together every week to celebrate a Eucharist. Over the
first three centuries Christian communities spread across the eastern
Mediterranean countries and out into Asia, as well as in the cities in the west
and north. These were predominantly small rural villages communities without
priests, who worshipped at a communal meal. Thinking of our own small rural
parish, which will no longer have a priest at some deeply regretted time in the
future, I wondered: is there any comfort to be gained from this history? Is it
part of the solution to our problem?
Because we need to prepare ourselves for this, now, in the face of our own
mortality, we have to take stock of the fact that there will not only be no priest,
but there will be very few practising Catholics left around here within ten years.
We can’t go on as if nothing has changed or will change. Facing the problem
doesn’t mean beating our breasts about where we went wrong, which
produces arguments, but considering what we worshippers are going to do
next. It doesn’t need exact agreement on every jot and tittle of our belief, but it
needs thought and discussion.
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The practice of going to Mass is what distinguishes us, and the decision of our
children (In every sense) not to go is closely bound to what they learnt about it.
Can we tackle the conundrum of worshipping the Father in a world without priests
and still hang on to His presence in our lives? The early communities won new
members because of the care they showed for each other. Can we do that?
So, I am proposing that we set up a group of parishioners to start to plan the
future of St Teresa’s parish without a priest.
Peter Clifton

Clare Carswell

“Stooping very low, He engraves with care
His Name, indelible, upon our dust;
And from the ashes of our self-despair,
Kindles a flame of hope and humble trust.

He seeks no second site on which to build,
But on the old foundation, stone by stone,
Cementing sad experience with grace,
Fashions a stronger temple of His own.”
― Patricia St John (1919-1993)
English missionary nurse and writer
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OUR PAX CHRISTI DONATIONS helped towards the 2016 national collection
of £119,000 towards its work. The organisation is active in teaching peace in
schools, opposing Trident renewal, and supporting peace moves in Palestine
and Israel. The Pope on Peace Sunday 2012: “Peace is not merely a gift to be
received but a task to be undertaken”. Thank you!

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on Mon 18 April in St Teresa’s
Church. The minutes of this and last year’s meetings are at the back of
church and copies may be obtained by contacting the Chairman (details
below).
St Teresa's Parish Council meets three times a year in addition to the
APM and the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th June, 7.30 pm
at the home of the Chairman - Lynden Cottage, Dyers Hill, Charlbury.
The new Finance Committee are settled in. We welcome Elizabeth
Canning, Sharnalee Foster and Hugh Sherbrooke who all submitted
interesting reports.
A number of projects have been implemented since the last issue of this
magazine. The parish website stteresaschurch-charlbury.com is fully
operational. The 17th century corpus above the altar has been restored
and repaired and remounted on a new crucifix (it will return to its usual
place after Easter). A new statue of Our Lady of Mount Carmel has been
donated. The lighting in the church has been upgraded and renewed. Six
big brass candlesticks were donated to the church and two curved
shelves have been built to display them.
Ongoing projects include the renovation of the parish room now
christened the Bulbeck room, two new mobile notice boards and three
new shelves in utility area. The cherry tree will be pruned in May.
The Coffee Morning held on the 7 February 2016 raised £228.44, up on
2015. Thanks to all who helped on the day.
Among the topics discussed at the annual parish meeting were a
proposed Pilgrimage to Walsingham (date TBC), a rethink of the Parish
bazaar and the Future of the parish.
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The Chairman urged all parishioners to join the St Teresa’s Network – an
email group mailing system which disseminates rapidly all parish notices.
Due to data privacy it is impossible to contact every parishioner otherwise.
To join please send an email subject “subscribe” to
stteresasnetwork-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
or contact Alison Offer (alison@wychwoodtigger.com) for help.
The Parish Council does not operate on a "membership" basis but, rather,
all parishioners are invited to attend. Parishioners are welcome to contact
the Chairman at any time to raise any items of concern.

Madeleine Wheare, Chairman
Tel: 07811 496 102 / email: mad@wheare.org

WORLD YOUTH DAY
This summer I have been given the chance to spend two weeks in Krakow,
Poland alongside other young people within the Birmingham diocese. The
pilgrimage involves one week of mission, with the rest of the time to enjoy
the beautiful city and attend the World Youth Day 2016. I have recently
been going to meetings in Birmingham in order to prepare for the
pilgrimage both spiritually and practically and I was able to decide on where
I would be based for the first week of the pilgrimage. I will be part of a
group working within a children’s hospital, and so far we have various
activities planned and I am really looking forward to meeting them all! The
World Youth Day Programme begins on the 26th July and spans over 5
days. It will include a Welcome and Opening Ceremony, Stations of the
Cross, two masses, and an Overnight Vigil of Prayer which I am particularly
excited about! The World Youth Days are hugely popular events with
millions of pilgrims coming from all over the world to celebrate our faith
with Pope Francis.
I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to go to Krakow; I love any
chance to meet fellow young Catholics. I’ve made some great friends at the
meetings so far and I can’t wait to experience something that I know will
enrich my faith significantly.
Zoe Foster
Answers to Hidden Bible Books puzzle on page 12-13: HOSEA AMOS KINGS GENESIS
MATTHEW DANIEL TITUS PETER JOB EZRA
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THOUGHTS ON SHEPHERDS
After our Mass on Sunday (17th April – Good Shepherd Sunday), I was
reflecting on when Fr. Bulbeck gave us a sermon on this subject.
When he was a young man he was on retreat in a small town outside
Jerusalem. He told us that he got up at dawn to walk out and say his
morning prayers. He heard some strange singing and went to the top of
the hill and looked down on the valley below. There were three men
standing apart and each yodeling their song, the sheep trotted up to
their shepherd and when all were gathered they went off in different
directions with their flock following. Fr. Bulbeck talked to his hosts about
this; “There was a sheep pen at the bottom of the field but it didn’t have
a gate, only a gap”, he said. The reply was that the shepherds took it in
turns to sleep across the gap, to protect the sheep.
It was such a lovely image and brings to mind many of Jesus quotes in
the Gospels. “I know my sheep and they know me”, “I am the gate to
the sheepfold, none of my sheep will be lost”. “The good shepherd
knows his own sheep”.
Jesus is our Good Shepherd; he knows all his sheep, the good, the bad,
the indifferent. He calls us to him and we can wonder away or draw
closer to him. It is a comforting thought that our shepherd knows us,
“warts and all” but he calls us to come to Him. If only we take the time
to do it we may hear him speak, as he tenderly holds us in His arms.

Lord where shall I find you?
High and hidden in your place
And where shall I not find you?
The world is full of your glory.
I have sought your nearness
With all my heart I called you
And in going out to meet you
I found you coming in to meet me.
Judah Halebi, Spanish Jewish physician,
poet and philosopher (c1080–1141)

Hilda Joy Jones
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BIBLICAL PUZZLES

Alison Offer

1: Disturbing ceaseless tic?
there is nothing new under
the sun (12)
2: Disorganised saint heals
son, then gets letters from
an apostle (13)
3: Weeping and wailing
(12)
4: Old book about Tudor
yeomen (11)
5:There’s chaos for a
queen who saves her
people (6)
6: Saul embraced me – I
anointed Saul (6)
7: Non-shiny colour (7)
10: Taken initially to undermine
8: and 12: Do fools swim around the
sanctity (5)
moon to find a kingly attribute?
11: His namesake was born on the 24th
(3,6,2,7)
of June (4)
9: Short Honourable cleric’s confused 13: The beginning (7)
accounts (10)
Answers will be on the magazine page of the website and in St Teresa’s

HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
Look carefully at the following sentences, ignoring punctuation, you’ll be
able to ferret out the names of ten books of the bible
Those aren’t the ones I asked for
Yes, a most interesting book I thought.
He never went out without taking a walking stick
Man named Eugene, sister named Eve.
I’m at the window looking out onto the lawn
After visiting Jordan, I elected to go home.
Isn’t it useless to protest to them.
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A Bushel of apples, all ripe: Terrific!
He plays banjo badly, but sings well.
He almost lost his fez, racing up the steps.
Thanks to Monsignor Morgan who found the hidden books of the bible
quiz in the parish magazine of St Garmon in Wales…answers on page 10

LILY CRUCIFIXES
A rare coincidence slipped by this year – little commented on, a coincidence
that occurs only two or three times in each century, something that last
happened in 1932 and 2005 and will not happen again until 2156; Good Friday
fell on 25th March, traditionally the Feast of the Annunciation.
From early times, it was believed that the historical date of the crucifixion was
the 25th March. The annunciation and the crucifixion were often linked in
medieval art, and parallels drawn between them. One particular artistic form
that seems to have been unique to England was the lily
crucifix. Traditionally, pictures of the annunciation show
Gabriel, usually on the left, Mary on the right, and
frequently a lily, signifying purity, in a pot between them.
In England in mediaeval times this developed into the lily
crucifix, with a small crucified Christ shown hanging from
the lily. There are not many lily crucifixes remaining now,
but enough survived the reformation to suggest that it
may have been a popular motif in pre-reformation times.
If you are passing through Oxford, pop into St Michaels
Church of the Northgate on Corn Market. There you will
find a window with an small illustration of Christ crucified
on a lily plant in a pot. This would originally have been
part of an annunciation scene.
This year the feast of the annunciation was moved to the 4th April, and it
would not have felt right to be singing ‘The Angel Gabriel’ on Good Friday, but
perhaps we lost something in avoiding a clash. To me, the shifting shadows
cast by the movable feasts on the fixed feasts – the crucifixion present at the
annunciation – the annunciation at the crucifixion – are a reminder that all
these events are ever present – the incarnation – crucifixion – resurrection. It
can be easy to lose sight of this in the linearity of the historical narrative. But
even in the darkest moments of Holy Week, when our Alleluias are folded
away and forgotten, we are still followers of the resurrected Christ.
Alison Offer
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FAIRTRADE
Our stall reopens on Sunday 1 May 2016
St Teresa's is one of five churches in Charlbury to actively support the
FAIRTRADE movement. Launched in Sept 2010, our stall makes a selection
of the TRAIDCRAFT /Fairtrade product line available - mostly food but also
fashion and gift items from around the world.
TRAIDCRAFT was established as a Christian response to poverty, working
with people of all faiths and none. As a dedicated fair trade company, they
buy from disadvantaged producers, and as a charity they help producers to
engage in trade and campaign for trade justice.
Their vision is A WORLD FREED FROM THE SCANDAL OF POVERTY.
Our parish's contribution is to sell/buy these goods at cost on a weekly
basis. There is a stall outside St Teresa's after the 11am Mass on Sundays
when the weather is fair. It is manned by the Coordinator and young people
from the parish Hannah Lewis, Zoe Foster and family. In 2015, the parish
bought £200 worth of goods. The catalogue is also available for orders from
those who attend St Kenelm's. These orders can be taken any time.
St Teresa's FT belong to the Charlbury Fairtraders group and we pool our
weekly orders to benefit from bulk order prices and save on delivery
charges.
Thank you to all parishioners
for supporting our mission of
fighting poverty through
trade.

"My children, our love is not just to be words or mere talk, but something
real and active."
1 John 3:18
To receive or order from our catalogue please contact FT Coordinator
Madeleine Wheare 07811 496 102 email: mad@wheare.org

The opinions expressed in the articles in this parish magazine are
the opinions of their authors, and Father Aldo does not necessarily
endorse or promote what has been expressed in these articles.

