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INTRODUCTION
My dear Parishioners,
Calling this magazine “St Teresa’s Parish Magazine” seemed the right
choice when its publication was first suggested. The title put it alongside
the Monthly Newsletter and the Parish Website as another means of by
which parishioners might communicate with each other. With the
appearance of the third issue, it looks as though “Talking Points” or “Food
for Thought” might better express what this magazine offers. There is
plenty in this Easter number for people to think about and to talk to each
other about and to share with other people too.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed – text or graphics – and
to Alison Offer who has dealt with the layout and with all the organisation
that the magazine requires. There will be another issue at Christmas so
please think now about how you can contribute to this important element
of parish life.
With best wishes
Canon Evans

PARISH COFFEE MORNING - JUNE 11th 2011
The Parish is holding a coffee morning in the Corner House on
Saturday 11th June. We would like to ask all parishioners if they will
kindly help by donating either their time on the day or by making cakes,
scones, biscuits etc to sell on the cake stall. We are also hoping to have a
raffle, so any prizes would be greatly appreciated. It doesn’t matter how
much or how little you can do, it will all be greatly appreciated.
We have not had a Parish fund-raiser for some time and this is an
opportunity for us all to contribute.
If you are able to help please speak to either me, Jessie Horn, or
Sheila Peacock, who will be outside Mass on Sundays at Charlbury from
1st May, we will be pleased to take your name as either a helper, a baker
or prize giver.

Jessie Horn
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WALKING PILGRIMAGES

St.Teresa’s Parish Magazine
accompanied by an adult) and fit
enough to walk about 16 miles a day.
Luggage is carried by van. The
pilgrims stop at pubs for lunch and
sleep on the floors of church, school
and community halls. The journey,
walking, laughing, sharing, praying,
singing etc. is as important as the
destination.

The pilgrimages are open to
everyone aged over 15 (or

The 2011 pilgrimage, from London,
via Oxford to Birmingham, will take
place in August and will reflect on
the life of Blessed John Henry
Newman, visiting sites associated
with his life. More information and
details can be found on the website
www.thepilgrims.org.uk

“I’d love to make it as well-known as
possible. I was on the first of these
pilgrimages (to Canterbury) and have
since walked with them twice more
(Lindisfarne and Buckfast). It’s
GREAT FUN!! But pretty tough,
12-15 miles everyday.”

By Zoe Foster

Each summer the Diocese of Arundel
and Brighton has organised an
Ecumenical Walking Pilgrimage to a
place, shrine or area of Religious
significance, exploring a particular
theme or aspect of our Faith and
Christian Heritage along the way.
Dawn Willson writes:
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THE IVORY COAST

The news coming out of the Ivory Coast reminds me urgently of what
may well be the plight of my friend, Marie-Odile.
We lived in Abidjan for four years and during that time I used to go to
one of the suburbs, Abobo, to help at a little charity whose aim was to
rescue children abandoned to discrimination on account of polio. They
were left to crawl on the floor, often in their own filth, because their
families believed that it was the will of Allah.
Marie-Odile had come to the Ivory Coast as a nun but had left her
order to marry and Ivorian. He had left her, so she set up her own
work, that of literally raising these children to full participation in
life. She devised splints and
crutches from ordinary planks and gradually restored movement and
balance until they could stand. She used to say that Jesus healed by
challenging the paralysed to “take up thy bed and walk”.
Where is she now and how
safe is she in Abobo, with
clashing armies rampaging
through the streets? Please
join with me in praying for
her safety.

Dawn Willson
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ST TERESA’S GARDEN DAY:
Saturday May 7th 10-3pm

Looking for enthusiastic gardeners
and helpers to help tidy up the
Presbytery garden in anticipation of
the Parish Barbecue.
WHAT HELP IS NEEDED?

TWO NEW FLOWER BEDS

Since the extension and renovation
at the back of the property, two new
sloping flower beds have been
created that need landscaping and
planting out. I am sure there are
parishioners who are thinning out
perennial plants and might have the
odd plant, bulb or shrub to
contribute. Start putting them aside
now!
Also it might be a good idea to
create a sort of rockery effect with
large stones to prevent the soil from
running down the slope. The rocks
would anchor some of the plants.
Anyone with large rockery style
stones hiding in a corner of the
garden? Transport can be arranged.

EXISTING FLOWER BED

This contains a few mature shrubs
and a LOT of weeds. It definitely
needs some attention and some new
plants to brighten it up. The hedging
along this side needs some remedial
care too as it is bulging forward. A
few knowledgeable people could
address this situation and maybe tie
back the bushes or find another
solution.
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HEDGES AND IVY

Although the hedges in the first
section of the garden are trimmed
once a year by the gardener, the
back half of the garden has gone
wild and needs trimming back.
This would be a great job for a
couple of sensible adults with electric
hedge trimmers and a few assistants
with bags to collect the trimmings.
The back and side fences are
overgrown with ivy which needs
"discouraging" - cutting back and
removing as far as possible. It is
deteriorating the fencing and needs
to be checked or the fencing will
need to be replaced which will be an
added expense for the parish.

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

Anyone able to take some large
metal items (old rain barrel, rusty
wire and debris, clapped out
wheelbarrow etc) to the tip would
also be welcome. The Dean Tip and
Recycling centre will close soon and
this would be a good opportunity to
clear out the old rubbish.
Parishioners and their children are
encouraged to come and help on the
7th May for whatever time they can
offer - 1 or 2 hour stints whenever it
suits throughout the day - bringing
their own tools and any spare plants
they might like to contribute from
their own gardens. If people are
keen, or it is wet on the 7th, we may
add a second garden day on the 14th
May.
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"Many hands make light work" and
no experience is necessary. We'll
have a picnic too!
Please contact Madeleine Wheare
ahead of time, if you can help in any
way:

Tel: 01608 810092
Mob: 07811 496 102
Email: mad@wheare.org

HOW A BOOK WAS BORN
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Every year Churches Together in
Charlbury do some fund raising
for Christian Aid. Apart from the
house to house collection we used
to run a “Bring and Buy” shop in
the Friends Meeting House. This
was very successful for many
years however we ran out of
volunteers for running this event
so we had a think about what to
do next. We came up with the
idea of using our ‘Talents’. Each
adult was to use £5 and make it
grow by using their talents for
knitting, sewing, cooking, growing
or whatever they thought of and
sell the product to raise funds.
Teenagers and children were
given a pound to use their talents.
Some of you may remember that
the Caldicott girls made truffles
and sold them after Mass, and
very good they were. I was
persuaded by a group of parents
to put into a book the little graces
I made up for snack time at Little
Fishes. With the help of Lizzie
Holiday and her parents, we put
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together 24 copies which we sold
at the street fair. Then other
people asked for copies, so after
some prayer and thought I asked
a printer if he thought it would be
worth doing. He was very
enthusiastic so the book was
printed and with Lizzie’s
permission I nominated CAFOD as
the recipient of any monies raised
after printing costs were paid, so
this is how “Little Graces” was
made. I still have lots of books to
sell and I hope in this time of
disaster to be able to send CAFOD
some money.

This year we are providing a
sumptuous lunch, dinner and a
pudding for Christian Aid. it will be
on Friday 13th May at either the
Baptists of the Methodists (venue
to be confirmed), from 12-2.30.
Please do support if you can
Hilda Joy-Jones
Once in a saintly passion
I cried with desperate grief,
“Oh Lord, my heart is black
with guile
Of sinners I am chief.”
Then stooped my guardian angel
and whispered from behind:
“Vanity, my little man,
You’re nothing of the kind!”
by James Thompson 1834-82.
contributed by Dawn Willson

6
MASS IN BRAZIL

Recently I spent a little more than
four months in Fortaleza, the
capital of Ceará in the northeast of
Brazil. Fortaleza is a rapidly
growing, sprawling urban area
along the coast of the Atlantic
ocean, inhabited by around three
million people. Ceará is known
internationally for its long, white
sand beaches and hosts many
European and Brazilian tourists.
Fortaleza’s beach is crowded with
post-modern high-rise towers, built
one on top of the other, in
imitation of the more famous
Copacabana. I rented a flat with a
limited sea view in one of these
blocks and began to ask around for
a near-by church but there seemed
to be none. After a bit of
exploration, I found two: one in
the adjoining neighbourhood,
Nossa Senhora de Saude (Our Lady
of Health), a twenty-five minute
walk away, and Nossa Senhora de
Paz (Our Lady of Peace), fifteen
minutes uphill away from the
beach. These two churches were
rather different.
Our Lady of Health is in a workingclass area in what had been a
fishing village not more than thirty
years ago. It is a large open
modern building with two
entrances through which hundreds
poured. It is a vibrant welcoming
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church and very active in the
community. All ages are mobilized
in many organized activities. It was
obvious that this church was a
focal point in the lives of its
congregation as all of its masses
were packed with people.
Because the climate is tropical,
Sunday masses are held either
very early in the morning—7:00
and 8:00—or in the evening—
17:00, 18:00 and 19:00 on the
hour or half hour. Rather than airconditioning, there are multiple
fans suspended from every pillar
that give constant, necessary
ventilation.
Our Lady of Peace is in an upper
middle class area and its church,
also open as much as possible, is
more traditional in both
architecture and services. It is also
a large but much more prosperous
parish. Its organised activities are
more oriented towards cultural
events such as concerts and gift
giving. When the people in the hill
towns surrounding Rio and those in
São Paulo were flooded out of their
homes last December and January,
this community organized food and
clothing for distribution to them.
They also had an on-going project
of giving aid to one of the Haitian
dioceses.
One of Our Lady of Peace’s
activities that I particularly enjoyed
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was the breakfast prepared by
parishioners after the 8 am mass
every Sunday. Brazilians love to eat
and they love eating out. Café da
manhã (breakfast) is taken very
seriously and consists of large
spreads of fruit, sweet breads,
cakes, eggs, tapioca made into
something akin to a crepe and filled
with cheese and grated coconut or
other fillings, fruit juice and coffee.
For this generous buffet, we paid a
mere £1.30.
Brazil is a very musical culture and
in both churches, hymns and sung
responses are continuous. The
mass is almost all sung. There is
live musical accompaniment in both
parishes: guitars and tambourines
mainly in Our Lady of Health and an
electronic organ and recorded
orchestration at Our Lady of Peace.
At the latter church, both the psalm
and the response are chanted and
the music is somewhat more
formal. However, in both churches
the hymns were very lively and
resembled pop tunes. The words
are colloquial and God and Jesus
are invoked using the familiar form
of address, the tu rather than the
more impersonal você.
The congregation also participates
more than we do in the mass itself.
There are more responses and a
constant interaction with the priest.
In both churches, the priest is
accompanied to the altar by a large

7
group of people dressed in special
white robes. These include the
readers as well as those taking the
collection, those serving the priest
at the altar and those distributing
Holy Communion. The Alleluia
before and after the Gospel includes
waving one’s arms in a form of
greeting of the Good News and
after it is read, people applaud. The
people of Ceará are particularly
known for their religiosity: they go
in large numbers on pilgrimages
and have a special devotion to St.
Francis and the country’s patron,
Nossa Senhora Aparecida (Our Lady
in Apparition). Their passionate
involvement was palpable every
Sunday. All in all, I really looked
forward to going to Sunday mass
because it was such a joyous
occasion.

Rosemary Galli
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OXFORDSHIRE ACTIVITY
RETREAT AT ALTON CASTLE

On the 18th to the 20th of
March this year I went to Alton
Castle, a Catholic retreat centre for
children in Staffordshire. There
were children from all over
Oxfordshire. I went to Banbury to
be picked up by the coach, but we
were a bit early; while I waited I
met up with the children from
Chipping Norton parish and we got
to know each other. Finally the
coach came and we got on. It was
a long journey - about three hours but we eventually got there around
half past ten. The centre was a
castle – it looked like Hogwarts!
The groups in the bedrooms
were based on parishes – I was
with the Chipping Norton group.
After we were settled in we had hot
chocolate and toast, met our
activity groups and went up to night
prayer. Soon it was time to go to
bed, but on our floor anything but
that was going to happen! It was
midnight when we were sent up;
we had a midnight feast and we
were laughing so much we didn’t
get to sleep until half past one.
The next day we got up and
had breakfast. After breakfast we
had morning prayer and the groups
(De Verdun, Talbot and Pugin) were
told what activities they were doing
for the morning. Our group, De
Verdun, were doing survival; it
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included building shelters and
testing them for strength, fetching
water and boiling it over a fire we
built ourselves, making hot
chocolate with the water and
toasting marshmallows in the fire.
In the afternoon we did mountain
biking – we had a go at some
ramps and then went on a crosscountry ride. When we had breaks
the instructors gave us water but
because of germs they sprayed it
into our mouths and it went
everywhere!
In the evening we had song
practice and then Mass. The music
was really lively. After Mass we had
a talent competition and disco. The
grown-ups unexpectedly performed
Cuckoo from the Sound of Music.
That night I slept rather better!
On Sunday after morning
prayer we went trekking. We poked
our fingers through the fence into
Alton Towers and found a horse in
a field who let us stroke him. Just
before we left we had a thank you
service.
I really enjoyed the experience
and recommend it to anyone in
years 5 to 8. I made lots of friends
and it was brilliant to meet other
Catholic children. I would give it
10/10.

Hannah
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Zoe Foster
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COME AND SING

For the past few years we have
assembled a small choir to sing for
the carol service, at Easter, and on
other occasions. We usually
rehearse on Monday evenings for
a few weeks before the event.
With some members leaving the
parish and others no longer able
to sing, we really need new
members if we are able to
continue to make this contribution
to the liturgy.

We are a very relaxed group and
no special skills are needed, just
an enjoyment of singing.We find
the practices enjoyable and they
do not make a great demand on
our time. We range in age from
teenagers to 80+.
Please come and join us.

Ivy Glare

Our next major event will probably be
the carol service, usually on the 3rd
Sunday of advent. Practices are
announced after Mass. Just come along
and sing.
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THANK YOU!

Bob and Louise Littledale want to
thank you all for so much support and
for all your prayers during Bob’s
recent alarming illness.
It all happened suddenly and
without any warning on the afternoon
of Sunday, 20th March. He was flying
a motor glider with a friend, his copilot, and landed on a farm strip near
Kemble, their planned destination. He
had seemed in good form. His copilot turned to him to remark on a
perfect landing to find him slumped,
lifeless against the window and by
then the plane had come to a halt in
the middle of the runway.
He had had a cardiac arrest and
didn’t begin to breathe again on his
own until the following Wednesday.
He wasn’t expected to survive and
predictions of damage, if he did, were
dire.
His life, and also his brain and
kidneys, were saved by the heroism
of his co-pilot and three strangers,
who, only by chance, were on the
scene.
A Wiltshire Air Ambulance crew also
did a wonderful job and took him to
the Great Western Hospital, Swindon
where there is a specialist heart unit,
and he was given the most up to date
treatment, with unfailing care and
kindness, which was also shown to
the whole family. No-one involved
could have done a better job, and
had events unfolded in any different
way, either before or after his

collapse, the outcome would have
been quite different. Bob needs more
tests and treatment but even the
doctors have described his recovery
as “near miraculous.”
There is no doubt in our mind that
Bob was held and looked after, and
then supported and strengthened by
prayer and we thank God.

Louise Littledale

TO LIGHT A CANDLE

The practice of lighting a candle as a
sign of prayer is of longstanding
among Christians, but it may become
a mechanical, or ill-understood, or
almost superstitious gesture. The
following is a prayer which attempts
to restore it to something of its
genuine spiritual content. The prayer
originates in France.
“-Lord, may this candle be a light for
you to enlighten me in my difficulties
and decisions. May it be a fire for you
to burn out of me all pride,
selfishness and impurity. May it be a
flame for you to bring warmth into
my heart towards my family, my
neighbours, and all those who meet
me. Through the prayers of Mary,
Virgin and Mother, I place in your
care those I come to remember,
especially... . I cannot stay long here
with you; in leaving this candle, I
wish to give you something of myself.
Help me to continue my prayer into
everything I do this day.
Amen.”

Contributed by Damayanthi Winder
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CHURCHES TOGETHER
IN CHARLBURY

CTC have put together a very
interesting series of talks on the
400th anniversary of the King
James Bible. The first week we
had “The Bible in Voice and
Verse”; a trio of one keyboard
player, a soprano and an actor.
Starting with Genesis they sang
songs, or narrated bits of the
bible, the overhead screen
projecting famous paintings of
relevance to what was being
sung or spoken. They managed
to convey the whole of the bible
in voice, verse and pictures.
“Voice and Verse” have a
website if you want a taste of
what you have missed.
The second week we had Nicolas
King SJ from Campion Hall who
talked about the impossibility of
translating the bible correctly, to
suit all. He has published a new
translation of the Gospels which
is very different to the one we
are used to. He told us that if
you translate every word
correctly you may lose the
“spirit” of what is meant, but if
you translate with a feeling fot
thhe “spirit” you may get the
translated words wrong, so you
never get it exactly right.
The third week we had Professor
Alistair McGrath, Professor of
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Theology at King’s College,
London. He told us about the
importance of the care and time
taken by the scholars to get the
“floe of words” right as well as
the translation. The King James
was meant to be read aloud.
The scholars met to read out
their bits of translations to each
other. King James saw this bible
as a unifying of the Church of
England but it didn’t come into
popular use till after his death.
Prof .McGrath pointed out many
of the words and phrases that
came into the English language
because of the KJB. One of the
translators was a vicar in
Charlbury.
On the 7th April Julian Reid,
archivist at Merton College,
Oxford and curator of a forth
coming exhibition at the Bodlian
Library will talk about “Oxford
and the KJB”. On the 14th April
Sue Hufton, calligrapher and one
of the team working on a new
illuminated bible for St.John’s
Abbey and University,
Minnesota, will talk about her
work.
I really recommend you try to
come to the CTC Lent events
next year. They are enlightening
and interesting.

Hilda Joy Jones
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FAIRTRADE STALL

The Fairtrade stall will be up and
running from Easter Sunday
onwards - now that the warmer
weather has arrived. When you see
the Fairtrade symbol you can be
assured that the initial producer
will have received a fair price for
what is grown – whether it be tea,
coffee, cocoa, cotton, sugar or
even raisins.
Over seven million people across
58 developing countries now
benefit from the international
Fairtrade certification system. Most
of the producers are small scale
farmers. Not only does
the Fairtrade symbol mean the
producer gets a fair price,
it also means a small premium
goes towards development projects
to supply, for example, clean
water, training courses, and, in
some
cases, housing. The Fairtrade
system covers the whole trading
chain and is monitored to ensure
standards are met.
Charlbury Fair Traders are one of
many small traders at the end of
the trading chain. With them there
are no shareholders, no big
overheads and any profits go to
agencies such as Wateraid,
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Christian Aid and the Karuna Trust.
When you buy from
a small trader such as Charlbury
Fair Traders, in preference to a
supermarket, you can be sure that
you are making a difference.

Contact :
Madeleine Wheare

What’s the best thing in the world?
June-rose by May-dew impearled;
Sweet south wind, that means no
rain;
Truth, not cruel to a friend;
Pleasure, not in haste to end;
Beauty, not self-decked or curled
Till its pride is over plain;
Light that never makes you wink;
Memory that gives no pain;
Love, when you are loved again.
What’s the best thing in the world?
-Something out of it I think.

Elizabeth Barrett Browing 1806-61

Contributed by Dawn Willson.
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2011

The Women's World Day of Prayer service for the whole of Charlbury was
held at St. Teresa's Church on Friday 4th March. This event which
focused on the WOMEN OF CHILE attracted a large number of people and a number of younger women who had never attended before.
The pews were rearranged in the front of the church to give a more "in
the round" experience and this was greatly appreciated. Readers were
sourced from all the five churches and everyone joined in enthusiastically
and prayerfully. Many people said how moving and meaningful the
service was.
This was followed by a Community Lunch in the Methodist Church Hall.
St Teresa's parishioners gave generously of their time and cooking to
prepare the various soups and serve. Special thanks to all members of St.
Teresa's who went to extra lengths to support Madeleine Wheare and
Hilda Joy Jones in attending and participating both of these events.
ACTION NETWORK:

Look out and listen out for announcements about a planned parish
action network – an e-mail based mailing list of parishioners for
information about parish events (such as the Bishop’s visit, fund raising,
choir events etc.).
All parishioners will be invited to join and being on the list will not
commit you to anything, just help to keep you informed. The list will not
replace existing methods of communication, e-mail will not suit
everyone, but it is hoped that it will make it easier to organise events.
Details are not finalised yet but listen out for more information in the
coming months.
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A S P E A R L K A N D
Find and circle the
D
Y A L O O F H C I R
parables hidden in the
O T R U T WNW I L A
word-cross (forwards,
L A A R E E O E C L Y
backwards, up, down
E R B I N D S H V A E
or across)
M E S S E E E L K B D L O A Z N NWD Y O
U U T W I L S E L R I A U F A I I I N L D
S U N F O R G I V I N G S E R V A N T O K
T N E O CWH T K D G I E S U E A E S S N
A D L T H I I W E E F D B A S H D S A T O
R O A RWD D O I S E O U L L T L K E S B
D E T G O O D S A M A R I T A N O I Y H P
S OW E RW E O E A S P L O N I E N D E F
E O R E V A N N E I T R T F Y S O S N E E
EWH O A N L S N D S K O T S T W I L P L
D R E C E D A I I S V E N H A N N D A N Y
DEBTORS (Lk 7)
J M O O N E W A E H A
GOOD SAMARITAN (Lk 10)
U P O C S E E R E K N
HIDDEN LAMP
D E B T O R S O A S E
(Mt 5, Mk 4, Lk 8,11)
GW I S L L F C R I T
HOUSE BUILT ON A ROCK
E N D O M A T K T T H
(Mt 7, Lk 6)
EWC L H A P S H I X
LAZARUS (Lk 16)
LOST COIN (Lk 15)
LOST SHEEP (Mt 18, Lk 15)
MUSTARD SEED (Mt 13, Mk 4, Lk 13) TENANTS IN THE VINEYARD
PARABLE
(Mt 21, Mk 12, Lk 20)
PEARL (Mt 13)
TEN BRIDESMAIDS (Mt 25)
PRODIGAL SON (Lk 15)
TWO SONS (Mt 21)
RICH FOOL (Lk 12)
WEDDING FEAST (Mt 22)
SALT OF THE EARTH (Mt 5)
WIDOW AND JUDGE (Lk 18)
SOWER (Mt 3, Mk 4, Lk 8)
WINESKINS (Mt 9, Mk 2, Lk 5)
TALENTS (Mt 25)
UNFORGIVING SERVANT (Mt 18)
TARES (Mt 13)
YEAST (Mt 33, Lk 13)
put the unused letters in the grid to find a hidden phrase:
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