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☺ Parish rearrangement
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☺ Charlbury’s own saint
☺ Forthcoming events
☺ Reflections
…and more

Thank you to everyone who contributed articles to this 14th edition of the
St. Teresa’s magazine. We hope to distribute the next issue at the
beginning of Advent. If you have anything you would like to contribute
please contact Alison Offer (alison@wychwoodtigger.com)
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LETTER FROM FR. ALDO
There is no doubt in my mind as I write this contribution to the May issue of
the Parish Magazine, that this will be my last and by the time it comes round
for the next issue, I will have been long gone and you will all have settled
down to a new routine.
It is quite unbelievable that I am well into my fifth year here as the time has
gone by so quickly. I well remember the early October of 2012 when I first
arrived as it was just after the feast day of our patron, St. Teresa of Lisieux.
Canon David Evans and I arranged it so that he could celebrate the feast
before leaving for Banbury. The moving from Oxford and the busy life I had
had with the parish and the hospitals was a sad occasion as this is what I
had been more than happy to do for the six years that I was there. To come
then, to such a small parish, was a wrench, a great change and a challenge
and it took some time to adjust but once settled I came to appreciate and
be grateful for the many good things that I experienced here. I found the
church to be very small and the numbers coming to Mass very much
reduced from what I had been used to but as time passed I began to
appreciate the new opportunities of seeing the value of the things never
experienced before. It showed me particularly what a difference there was
between urban and rural Catholicism and this has been an enriching
experience as has been coming to know the people who are the worshiping
communities of Charlbury and Enstone, all with their own particular gifts
and talents, with many being channelled into its life giving it a spirit, a
strength and a vibrancy that will continue in the future to serve its needs.
When a priest is ordained, the ordaining bishop asks the candidate, as I was
asked, “Do you promise respect and obedience to me and my successors?”
the answer being “I do”. This obedience is not like the vow of obedience
which Religious men and women take and it does not encompass the
private life of the diocesan priest. It embraces, however, and relates to the
cooperation that he has with the bishop for the wellbeing of the parish to
which he is sent, the diocese and the Church as a whole. It was this
obedience that brought me to the parish of Charlbury and it is this same
obedience that is now directing me into retirement. The first parish a priest
has as its parish priest always has a special place in his heart and in his
prayers and the last parish that he has will, no doubt, also share a similar
place. St.Peter's, Eynsham was the first parish for me and St. Teresa's,
Charlbury will be my last. Always be assured of my prayerful support of you
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all, therefore, as long as I have breath and when I am eventually called
into eternity I will strive to do, should I get to heaven, what St. Teresa
said that she would do for she declared, on her deathbed, that she would
spend her time in heaven “doing good upon earth.”
Fr Aldo.

A CHILD’S PRAYER ANSWERED
I was fortunate to grow up as part of a close and devout Catholic family, so
even as a child, it was second nature to call on God for help. There was no
doubt in my young mind that God was listening and would be there for me
and my family. This simple faith was strengthened further by an incident
that happened when I was 9 years old, that has stayed with me throughout
my life.
It was the Christmas holidays, and we were travelling across Europe by
caravan, with my aunt, uncle and cousin, to visit another relative who was
working in Prague. We’d had a long day of travelling, and I was exhausted.
Unlike my younger brother and sister, I was too big to find refuge on the
nearest lap, so while we drove around Germany, I desperately pleaded with
God to find us somewhere to stop for the night. Sure enough, my prayers
were soon answered when we came upon a huge hotel, ablaze with lights,
looking warm and welcoming. I rejoiced inside. God had been there for us,
yet again.
My uncle was first to step out of the van, and shocked us when he cried
out, grabbing for the door. He’d immediately lost his footing on the
treacherous black ice, and had had a lucky escape. The adults all agreed
that we couldn’t possibly stay here. It was too risky; one or other of us was
bound to break a leg, scuppering the whole trip. I couldn’t believe it. A bit
of pathetic ice, and we were going to reject this gift I’d prayed so hard for!
I was mortified, and instead of praying for somewhere to sleep, I now
started furiously apologising to God for being so ungrateful.
Imagine my amazement when, minutes later, we came to a quiet little
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motel, where there was no dangerous ice, and where the staff were kind
and sympathetic, allowing us free rein of the immaculate, yet deserted,
facilities, and the chance, at last, to rest our weary heads for the night. It
was a hundred times better than anything we’d hoped for.
It’s not an earth-shattering tale, but in this simple way, I believe that
God revealed to the 9-year-old me, how our prayers are always
answered; not necessarily exactly as we might expect, but ALWAYS in
our best interests. When life challenges us, we have to trust that God
sees the bigger picture in a way that we never can. That desperate
prayer of a sleepy child always gives me comfort as I remember how,
finally, I was able to sleep, very happy and content, more sure than ever
that God was watching over us.

Sharnalee Foster

CHARLBURY’S VERY OWN SAINT
Shouldn’t we be reviving interest in St Diuma?
St Diuma is almost certainly Charlbury’s very own – and only - saint.
An eleventh century list of English saints’ resting places says the remains
of a St Diuma lie at “Ceorlincburh” - generally accepted as Charlbury.
Three hundred years earlier, St Bede had described in his History of the
English People how Diuma, with three companions, had led the
conversion of much of Central England to Christianity during the middle
of the seventh century. Most historians assume it’s the same St Diuma,
and some assert he founded a church on what’s now the site of St
Mary’s, where he was buried in the late 650’s.
Penda, the pagan king of Mercia from about 625 till his death around
655, let Christian ministries practice in his region. His son and successor
Peada converted on marrying the daughter of the Christian king of
Northumbria and recruited a team of four priests to teach and baptise
the people of Mercia.
Diuma becomes a bishop – but of what?
Among them was the Irish-born Diuma, who was almost immediately
ordained a bishop by Finan, the bishop of Lindisfarne because, in Bede’s
words, “there were so few priests”. Few indeed. By the end of the 7th
century, the only churches in what is now West Oxfordshire were at
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Charlbury, Eynsham, Minster Lovell, Bampton and Shipton under
Wychwood. And it isn’t altogether clear
how Christianity was practised in them.
Finan certainly didn’t see himself – or
the bishops he ordained - as subject to
the bishop at Canterbury. Recently, a
huge literature has developed, arguing
that Irish-influenced sees focused on
Northumbria didn’t accept the Pope’s
authority, were less authoritarian than
mainstream Catholicism, more spiritual,
friendlier to women, more connected
with nature, and more comfortable
dealing with Celtic polytheism.
There’s also a considerable literature
denying all that: but it certainly wasn’t
till after Diuma’s death that the Synod
of Whitby (664) mandated
Northumbrians, and Christians
converted by missionaries from Northumbria, to celebrate Easter on the
same day as the rest of Western Europe.
And though Christians throughout England recited the same Creed, it took a
couple of hundred years more for them all to accept the same disciplines.
Whatever kind of see Diuma presided over, it certainly wasn’t the priestdominated, doctrinally monolithic, establishment a lot of fiction likes to
depict Anglo-Saxon Christianity.
Where’s Diuma today?
St Diuma’s bones, if they still exist, are probably under the eastern altar at
St Mary’s –the focus for worship there from the church’s foundation till
Martin Chadwick re-oriented it in the 1990s.
There’s still a huge modern culture asserting things about saints. The
Oxford History of Saints, for example, claims St Diuma’s feast is December
7. Apparently authoritative websites claim his feast was actually on May 5
or September 7 – but I’ve been unable to find a single celebration of St
Diuma in Charlbury at any time between his death and the Reformation 900
years later.
Neither the Catholic Calendar of Saints for England, nor its Anglican
equivalent, recognise St Diuma anymore. But from the little we know about
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him, there’s a lot for all today’s Charlbury Christians in this immigrant who
evangelised our area, decided to stay here for all time and got the Church to
function in spite of a shortage of priests.
I think the town should revive his following. At the very least, Churches
Together in Charlbury should have an annual service commemorating him at
the altar his bones are probably under.
Being Charlbury, we’ll probably spend longer arguing about the right date than
the underlying principle. But I’d love to hear anyone else’s ideas for our only
Saint
Mike Flanagan (chair.stteresaschurchcharlbury@gmail.com)

GOOD FRIDAY
On Good Friday a group of
people from all of the five
churches in Charlbury gather on
the Playing Close and go round
each church reading out parts
of the passion of Jesus. We
always end at St. Mary’s for a
drink and a hot cross bun.
What united us? It is our common faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. True God and true man If we did not believe this, we would not be out
in the street, rain or shine (although mostly it shines).
Not only do we come together to profess our faith, but we wish to give
witness to it, in a sense to proclaim the great truth. Here was Good News, we
wanted to share with others.Of course some don’t want to do this as it is
“making a spectacle of yourself”. I
think it is making a witness to our
faith and a time to ponder on what
Jesus did for us, and renew our
sense of the wonderful sacrifice he
made for us.
It also gives us time to reflect on
His journey.
Hilda Joy Jones
Photos: Clare Carswell
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Parish re-organisation:
A brief note for anyone who’s missed any of this.
Bishop Kenney announced on March 30 in his report on the Bicester
Deanery visitation that for the immediate future there is only going to be
one priest to cover the parishes of Charlbury and Chipping Norton.
Fr Aldo is likely to retire in early summer, and move to a flat in Oxford.
Charlbury will be served by Fr Tony Joyce, Parish Priest at Chipping Norton.
The Bishop stressed that no churches will close, and has subsequently said
he has no intention of closing the Presbytery. He has asked for
“adjustments to things like Mass times and perhaps to other things as
well…to be decided locally as it is there that the knowledge exists to decide
these things in a sensible and orderly way”.
After an April 23 open meeting with parishioners, the new parish council cochairs, Clare Carswell and Mike Flanagan, are discussing the practicalities
with Fr Tony early in May.
We would be grateful for any insights or suggestions: email us at
chair.stteresaschurchcharlbury@gmail.com, or phone Mike on 01608
810153

EASTER VIGIL

Bishop Kenney joined us to celebrate the Easter Vigil Mass
(photo: Clare Carswell)
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VISIT TO WINCHESTER, THE KINGDOM OF WESSEX
KING ALFRED’S CAPITAL
(ACN FUNDRAISING)
SATURDAY 1 JULY 2017

In our visit to Alfred’s capital in the Kingdom of Wessex, we will consider
Alfred’s achievements by exploring facets of his city and the power
complex he created (at one time the largest on the Western side of the
Alps): the Cathedral and old cloisters (the Close), the sites of the two
previous Cathedrals, the High Street, Westgate, the Castle and of course
that evocative statue of Alfred himself standing outside St. Mary’s
Abbey Gardens (Nunnaminster- a convent founded by Alfred’s sister).
There will be some free time for you to explore Winchester on your own
or simply sit and absorb the Cathedral’s beauty.
0830

Depart from Spendlove Centre/Co-op car park by coach

1000

Arrive Winchester: FREE TIME

1045
Commentary (Suze) Alfred the Great – England’s Hero King
(Meet by the Museum)
 the rise of Wessex/Alfred’s dynasty
 the Viking threat – Alfred’s strategies
 Visit the High Street – the oldest street in England
 The Westgate
 Great Hall (and Arthur’s Round Table)
1130

BREAK/LUNCH

1230

Meet at the Cathedral West Front (outside):
Visit site of Old, New Minsters and the old Cloisters:
Commentary(Suze): Alfred the Great – England’s Hero King
 Alfred’s literary and 9c spiritual achievements

7

8

St.Teresa’s Parish Magazine
 10c Church reforms

1300

Guided visit (Cathedral Guide) inside the West Front
The Norman Cathedral:
o Triforium Gallery
o Anglo-Saxon Kings’ Mortuary Chests
o St. Swithun’s Shrine
o Holy Sepulchre Chapel: wall paintings
o Jane Austen’s tomb
o Crypt: Gormley’s Sound II

1400

BREAK/FREE TIME

1430

1630

Commentary (Suze): Was Alfred Great?
(Meet at the West Front)
 A short walk around the Roman walls that Alfred repaired
 Statue of Alfred/Nunnaminster
Depart for Charlbury 1800 Arrive Charlbury

BOOKING FORMS ARE AVILABLE FROM THE
BACK OF THE CHURCH OR FROM SUZE
MATHEWS, 01993 891720 or
suzemathews899@btinternet.com
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LENT LUNCHES AND MADELEINE’S FAREWELL
Photos from the Lent Lunch
hosted by St.Teresa’s parish
on the 24th March 2017…

…and from Madeleine Wheare’s
farewell lunch
February 2017

Thanks to Clare Carswell for
the photos
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE - MAY 2017
At the time of publication we won't yet have gone on pilgrimage but at this
time of writing we are 19 pilgrims from St.Teresa's and will be joining the
Annual Archdiocesan Pilgrimage in Walsingham.
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham was established in 1061 when,
according to tradition, Richeldis de Faverches prayed that she might
undertake some special work in honour of Our Lady. The Virgin Mary led
her in spirit to Nazareth, showed her the house where the Annunciation
occurred, and asked her to build a replica in Walsingham to serve as a
perpetual memorial of the Annunciation.
The Holy House was built in Walsingham around 1130, with a community of
Augustinian Canons taking charge of the foundation. Walsingham became
one of the best known shrines in mediaeval Europe, with all of the Kings of
England from Henry III to Henry VIII visiting on pilgrimage.
Nothing now remains of the original pre reformation shrine, but the site is
marked on a lawn in the village.
In 1896 Charlotte Pearson Boyd purchased the Slipper Chapel outside the
village and it was restored for Catholic use. A Shrine of our Lady of
Walsingham was built in King’s Lynn and from there the first public
pilgrimage to Walsingham since the reformation took place in 1897. In 1922
a new vicar, the Rev.Alfred Hope Patten established a Shrine in the Parish
Church of St.Mary which was transferred to the newly built Anglican Shrine
in 1931.
In 1924 Cardinal Bourne declared that the National Shrine of our Lady was
to be at the Slipper Chapel. Today over 250 000 people visit the Roman
Catholic Shrine each year.

KEEPING IN TOUCH – THE PARISH E-MAIL LIST
Although the weekly bulletins provide the main means of keeping in touch
with what is happening in the parish, it is always useful to have other
means of keeping in touch. One of these is the parish e-mail group –
St.Teresa’s Network.
If you wish to be added to the e-mail list please send me an empty e-mail
with the subject “Subscribe” to:
StTeresasNetwork-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
You will be able to unsubscribe from the list at any time if you should
change your mind.
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AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED
PARISH LENT APPEAL FOR ACN - DON'T GIVE UP ON THEM .
We raised the fantastic sum of £851.98. Each week you gave
generously:
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

1
2
3
4
5
6

-

£98.66
£114.92
£108.26
£164.78
£150.97
£214.39

Thank you very much – this will make a huge difference to at least
five families in Syria for a month.
SATURDAY 1 JULY: Coach visit to Winchester and Winchester Cathedral
(see details on page 7/8)
FRIDAY 17 NOVEMBER 19:30 CORNER HOUSE;
‘Do the Popes still have power?’ A talk and discussion with Jonathan
Luxmoore and Suze Mathews. This promises to be a lively event.
Entrance charge: £5 per person
Many thanks to everyone who supports ACN with prayers, donations and
the gift of your time.
Suze Mathews
ACN Parish Representative

Congratulations to
Isabel and Filip
who celebrated their
First Holy Communion
in St. Teresa’s at the 11am Mass
on Sunday 23rd April
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CARLIN SUNDAY
Passion Sunday was the official day on which most churches began their
meditation upon the sufferings of Christ. This was also known as “Carlin
Sunday”. As a child I was told the legend of when people in the North East
were starving as crops had failed and animals died of disease and they had
little to look forward to but starvation. However, a ship foundered on the
rocks near Whitby and its cargo was of dried pulses, these were carefully
gathered up and used. The priest told them off for “working on a Sunday”,
but they said “God has provided.”
People still make the Pease Pudding that the starving folks made where the
rhyme:
Pease pudding hot
Pease pudding cold
Pease pudding in the pot
None days old
comes from. We always had pease pudding but not on Passion Sunday. I
can remember it being sold in butchers shops, but why I don’t know. I have
to say, I never liked it, but when you are hungry you eat anything!
Hilda Joy Jones

TIME TO PRAY
I got up early one morning
and rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I didn't have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.
"Why doesn't God help me? I
wondered.
He answered, "You didn't ask."
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on gray and
bleak.
I wondered why God didn't show
me;
He said, "But you didn't seek."

I tried to come into God's presence;
I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
"My child, you didn't knock."
I woke up early this morning,
and paused before entering the day.
I had so much to accomplish,
That I had to take time to pray.
Alan Grant

Contributed by J Willin – found in a
diary issued by the Church of Our
Lady and St Hugh in Witney in
1970s/80s
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 21st May 3pm:
United Service for Christian Aid Week in St.Teresa’s, 3pm
Saturday 13th May:
Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Saturday 1st July 2017:
ACN fundraising escorted coach trip to Winchester
Summer 2017:
Parish Barbeque (TBC)
Saturday 24th September:
Coffee Morning
Saturday 14th October:
Harvest Supper in the Memorial Hall
Friday 17th November: Talk by Jonathan Luxmoore and Suze
Mathews “Do Popes have Power?” in the Corner House
(fundraised for ACN).
Advent 2017:
Annual Advent Carol Service (TBC)

Answers to the Bible Quiz: 1c 2b 3c 4a 5b 6a 7c 8a 9a 10c 11a 12a

Back Page

St.Teresa’s Parish Magazine

BIBLE QUIZ
1: In addition to the spices, how was
the body of Jesus wrapped?
a) in a purple robe
b) in a garment without a seam
c) in a clean linen cloth (clean linen
cloth)
2: What did God allow Adam and Eve
to eat?
a) grasses
b) seed bearing herbs and fruit
c) fish
3: How old was Noah when his sons
were born?
a) 250
b) 350
c) 500
4: Before going out into the Mount of
Olives, what did Jesus and the disciples
do?
a) sing a hymn
b) pray
c) gathered the uneaten food
5: What animal did Jesus use to
illustrate the difficulty of a rich man
entering the kingdom of God?
a) sheep
b) camel
c) wolf
6: Who found the boy with the loaves
and the fishes
a) Andrew
b) Simon Peter
c) Jesus

7: What was Adam’s job in Eden?
a) to build it for his descendents
b) to protect it from harm
c) to dress it and keep it
8: Lot’s wife was turned into a pillar of
salt because she
a) looked back at the destruction of
the city
b) refused to obey Lot
c) refused to leave Sodom
9: Joseph’s first dream was about
a) sheaves of wheat
b) cattle
c) sheep
10: Which of the following foods were
the Israelites not allowed to eat?
a) locusts
b) beetles
c) hares
11: Miriam and Aaron spoke against
Moses because he
a) married and Ethiopian woman
b) had sinned against the Lord
c) was a weak leader
12: Who was Samson’s father?
a) Manoah
b) Samuel
c) Elimelech
Answers on page 13
With thanks to Monsignor Morgan who
found the bible quizzes in the parish
news of the Church of Wales Parish of
St Harmon.
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