CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2018
Carols Service:
Sunday 16th December, 3pm, St.Teresa’s

Sunday Mass Times
Charlbury
9.15am
Enstone - 2nd Sunday of
the month: 9:00am

Christmas Eve:
Mass of Christmas Night with Carols,
8.30pm, St.Teresa’s
Christmas Day:
Christmas Mass - 9.15am St Teresa’s
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AS DEW IN APRIL
I syng of a mayden
that is makeles,
kyng of alle kynges
to here sone she ches.
He came also stylle
ther his moder was
as dew in aprylle,
that fallyt on the gras.
He cam also stylle
to his moderes bowr
as dew in aprille,
þat fallyt on the flour.
He cam also stylle
ther his moder lay
as dew in Aprille,
that fallyt on the spray.
Moder and mayden
was neuer non but she –
wel may swych a lady
Godes moder be.
Anon, 15th

Thank you to everyone who contributed articles to this 16th edition of
the parish magazine. If you have anything that you would like to
contribute to the next issue, please contact Alison Offer (813063)
The opinions expressed in the articles in this parish magazine are the opinions of
their authors, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of anyone else.

Front cover design drawn by Surena, aged 7 
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FROM FR.TONY
At this time of the year as the days grow shorter in giving light the
Church presents us with the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas.
The word ‘Advent’ has a specific meaning of ‘Coming’ and it is
understood in a threefold manner by Christians. The Coming of Jesus
into our human history is pivotal for us for and is fundamental to our
faith. In his infinite love and wisdom, the Father has recognised that
we were not capable of grasping on our own what he really intends for
us. He desires that humanity be linked with him in a way that is
beyond the human imagination to conceive of or believe possible. That
is the key to the mystery of the Incarnation which centres on Jesus as
God made man or God- with -us or God truly coming to us.
A second meaning that Advent presents to us is the definitive Coming
of Jesus at the end of time sometimes called his Second Coming. In
that coming again the fullest expression of the ‘who?’ and ‘why?’ of
Jesus will be revealed in all its glory. Once again, this is a
fundamental element of Christian belief and faith.
Many Christian writers over the years have also made reference to a
third Coming of Jesus. It is something mysterious and hidden for it
resides within the heart of every true
Christian believer. It is the possibility
of daily encountering Jesus in a
unique and personal manner as our
friend, advisor, comforter, and
protector. This is a deep and profound understanding of what we
You are invited to join us
mean by prayer and it is it very much
for our
the work and action of the Holt Spirit,
the gift initially imparted to us in our
Annual Carol Service
Baptism.
Sunday 16th December
As we start to move through this
3pm
Advent season let prayer be our
St Teresa’s
companion and guide so that when
we arrive at Christmas we may be
Followed by a mince pie
graced with a deeper and fuller joy in
reception
the reality of our Saviour’s birth.

All Welcome
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Saturday June 30:

We had a joyous, inspirational and prayerful pilgrimage to Stonor on a
very hot day in June with our companion pilgrims from Holy Trinity,
Chipping Norton. We were welcome by Georgina Stonor who gave us
a brief history about Stonor and the development of the house. There
was something particularly profound about celebrating Holy Mass and
praying in a place in England where our faith has been continuously
celebrated 'in spite of dungeon fire and sword' for over 800 years.
We prayed for members of both parishes and their families, especially
for those who are dying or who are very ill.
Our pilgrimage themes were:





Facing the future with courage, optimism and faith.
Reconciliation with our Anglican colleagues
Peace and tolerance within the Roman Catholic Church
Peace and forgiveness in the Middle East
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More young men with vocation as priests
Steadfastness in our faith
Aid for the Church in Need (CAN) and their work
with persecuted Christians

While this was not a formal fundraising pilgrimage ACN, pilgrims and
parishioners were so generous that we raised £152 for ACN, thank
you.
A heartfelt thanks to everyone for supporting our parish pilgrimage,
particularly our friends from Holy Trinity who joined us and helped our
pilgrimage be such a welcoming and prayerful time. We will look
forward to other shared events in the future.

Suze Mathews

St.Teresa’s Network is our local parish e-mail group that is used
for sharing information about parish events. You can join by
sending an e-mail with the subject “subscribe” to
stteresasnetwork-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Charlbury has had an ecumenical movement, Churches Together in
Charlbury, for over 25 years. Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists, Baptists
and the Society of Friends are all represented on a committee that
organises events, raises money for those events but most importantly
promotes friendship, trust, understanding and respect between
Christians of all denominations. It also provides very public ways of our
involvement in the town generally and I believe, promotes
understanding and respect between ourselves and those of no faith.
This seems especially important when scandals have caused shock and
sadness that have sometimes swamped any recognition of the great
truths that Christians seek to profess.
Hilda Joy Jones has been a committee member for almost the whole of
the life of Churches Together in Charlbury and has done huge amounts
to foster the respect I have spoken off and Clare Carswell and
Madeleine Wheare also contributed greatly.
I have only very recently joined the committee and I must admit that
though I did so slightly reluctantly, I have been bowled over by what I
have seen. Respect between committee members for each
denomination is impressive as is the deep Christian faith and the
gentleness and kindness displayed.
It would be wonderful if someone else could join the committee. Hilda
has expressed a wish for someone to take over from her. I know that I
can never give the same time and commitment that Hilda has given.
This year Rachel Gallagher, an Anglican, is to be Chair of Churches
Together in Charlbury. It is a position that rotates between the
churches and it would be wonderful to have someone younger than
Hilda or me as Chair when our turn comes. Is there anyone out there
willing to give it a try?
Having said all that, I live in Charlbury and am more involved in this
community than in other parts of our Parish which is a geographically
huge one and incorporates many villages including Enstone, Lidstone
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Stonesfield, Glympton, Gagingwell, Radford, Ramsden, Duns Tew, Combe,
Middle Barton, Stonesfield and Steeple Aston at least. So many of these
villages have their own ecumenical activities and Fr Tony is Priest to all of
us. How can we help to bring in the whole of our parish into our role with
Churches Together? Please may we think about this.

Littledale

Louise

EXPERIENCES OF THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918:
ALLAN MOUNTFORD BENNET FROST
When he was 17 years old, my father Allan Mountford Bennet Frost,
joined the Pals Battalion and was subsequently sent to Ypres to join the
British Forces fighting there. His group were hidden from the opposing
forces by a long trench cut out close to the area of fighting.
On the demand to get out and be involved, they one by one left the
trench. Suddenly a massive explosion occurred close by. The first few
men leaving the trench were wither killed outright or extensively injured.
My Father was the last but one to leave the trench. He received a
serious injury to his elbow and right arm. The last man to leave the
trench was uninjured!
My Father spent several months in a French hospital, having his elbow
re-made as well as the bones leading to it. As a result of this, my Father
had to try to write with his left hand. This was never a great result!
Subsequently, my Father and his brother, Courtney, started a business
getting parts re-made for superior cars in the Birmingham area. Their
premises were in an old building right behind St.Chad’s Cathedral,
Birmingham. At that time, there was a daily Mass at 1pm there on
weekdays which my Father walked round to attend.
My Parents were much involved with the Church in Sutton Coldfield.
They started and ran a Youth Club there, which was very successful.
However, my Father often talked about the traumatic times experienced
during the Great War 1914- 1918/9.
Allan Mountford Bennett Frost died on March 11th 1981, aged 84.

Paula Biggs
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PRAYER, INFORMATION, ACTION
Aid to the Church in Need: fundraising and Christmas
Cards
The evidence of Christians being persecuted got even clearer this
week with the terrible stories about Asia Bibi’s threatened
execution in Pakistan – and the threats against her lawyer.
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is the main organisation in the UK
trying to give support to Christians under stress, and is the parish’s
designated charity.
Among our initiatives to help ACN is selling their Christmas Cards,
and throughout Advent, we’ll be selling a selection of the cards at
the back of the church. And on Sundays, we’ll be taking credit
cards and cheques if you forget to bring enough cash.
The cards are beautiful, excellent value – and help raise money for
some of the most vulnerable people on earth

Mike Flanagan

THE PATH TO PRIESTHOOD
Parishioners, and others, have asked me about how I have ended
up, at 62, as a seminarian, and I thought it might be of some
interest to outline briefly my path to this point.
At the age of 30, after serving in the Royal Marines for six years
post-Cambridge, Sarah and I moved to Oxford, to Wycliffe Hall, an
Anglican Theological College, for three years of mainly academic
training. The C of E being a distinctly wide band of opinion, its
training colleges for ministry are divided among the three strands of
“High”, “Broad”, and “Low” churchmanship, or as they are known,
“Anglo-Catholic”, “Liberal”, and “Evangelical”. Wycliffe Hall fell
squarely into the last category but was also the most academic of
the three Colleges attached to Oxford University. I wanted a
thorough academic grounding which would last a lifetime
I would probably categorize myself at that stage as a “Bible
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Christian”, who had experienced a conversion while in the
Marines and who wanted, with my wife, to serve God. At
Oxford, and studying for the Schools degree in Theology, I
fell under the influence of that great mind and soul, Blessed
John Henry Newman, and bit by bit, I began to tread the
path that he had taken back in the nineteenth century, in the
“Oxford Movement”, from “Bible Christian”, to “High Church”
Anglican. By the time we left Wycliffe to serve in a parish
curacy, I was a confir.med “Anglo-Catholic”, believing that we
were working for the reunion of the C of E with the Catholic
church. In our parish we used the Roman Missal on the altar,
my vicar taught me how to say the Divine Office (this is
required for Catholic priests), and we had the full panoply of
Adoration/Benediction. Pilgrimages to Walsingham etc. This
was in the late Eighties/early Nineties. He is now a Catholic
Canon of Walsall.
After three years in this Black country parish (Walsall), we
moved to leafy Kent where I became a Chaplain in a boys’
boarding school. It was during the two years here, 19921994, that the penny began to drop in my head, that there
would never be reunion between Rome and Canterbury and
that we were only playing at being Catholics. The C of E was
a Protestant body created by Henry VIII and it was a delusion
to think otherwise. Blessed John Henry had put his finger on
it as usual and in his Apologia, he writes movingly about his
own gradual realization. This put me in a tight spot as I had
given up one career in the military to serve God in the
Church, and now I would be turning my back on this if I
sought reception.
In May 1994, I was received at Corpus Christi, Tonbridge,
and we moved back to Oxford, with a little boy now as part of
our family (Benjamin). In the next magazine, I shall detail the
next steps. Suffice to say, that I “cast my bread upon the
waters”, and it was returned four-fold. This was another
lesson for me in learning to trust God, especially when the
situation looks completely hopeless.

Clive Dytor
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SEASONAL BISCUITS
Ingredients
5oz butter
4oz golden syrup
4oz soft light brown sugar
12oz plain flour
1/2 tsp bicarbonate of soda
1 tbsp. ground ginger
1 tsp. mixed spice
To decorate:
icing sugar
Food colouring
Instructions
Melt the butter, syrup and sugar together in a small pan over a
low heat until the sugar has dissolved.
Mix together flour, bicarbonate of soda, ginger and mixed spice.
Add in the sugar mixture
And form into a dough. Wrap dough in clingfilm and chill for
30min.
Preheat oven to 180°C. Lay out 2 pieces of baking paper then roll
out the biscuit mix with a rolling pin. Cut out a variety of shapes
with different shaped cookie-cutters, piercing a hole near the top
of each to hang. Arrange on the baking paper, cook for 10-12min
until golden.
Allow to cool for a few minutes, then transfer to wire racks and
cool completely before icing.
Add water to icing sugar to make a thick spreadable icing. Divide
icing and add food colouring to create desired colours. Pipe or
spread over biscuits and leave to set. Thread ribbon or string
through the biscuits, hang on the tree.
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THE BETHLEHEM PROJECT (REG. CHARITY NO. 1162652)
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2018
We had highly successful visit by two teachers to the children’s home,
Hogar Niño Dios, in Bethlehem in May. They spent the week giving
support and training to new staff in the school. Even the most severely
disabled children now have access to technology which allows them to
develop vocabulary and the means to communicate with others. It is
heartening to see the progress that has been made since our first
visits in 2014. The period since then has seen the foundation of the
school and its subsequent growth; a tribute to the hard work of our
colleagues there, and to the commitment of our volunteers.
Thanks in no short measure to your generosity, we are planning a
further visit in March 2019. Two teachers who specialise in Down’s
Syndrome and Autism respectively, will be giving a workshop at the
University of Bethlehem and spending time with therapy students. An
important part of our visits is to further develop the knowledge and
skills of our colleagues in the West Bank. They will also be making a
brief visit to Hogar as a follow-up to our May visit and to another
school in the area.
We hope to have two paediatric physiotherapy volunteers visit next
year. They will give further support to the Outreach Service which
provides therapy to the disabled children of poor families in the
outlying villages. They also plan to visit a home for severely disabled
young people in Hebron. Their physiotherapists have specifically as for
our help but we will only be able to do this if we have the funding. As
you know already, it costs around £1000 to send a volunteer for a
week; most of that being the flights.
We have many organisations and schools in the West Bank who have
need of the skills of our fantastic volunteers. We will continue to do all
we can during 2019 and I look forward to letting you know of our
efforts… and of the causes your kind donations have served. Again,
many thanks for your help.
The Volunteers and Trustees of The Bethlehem Project wish you a
Happy and Holy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

Executive Trustee

Trevor Hodkinson
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COULD THIS WORK?
When I walked to Rome in 2001 it was partly a pilgrimage to Catholic
countries walked by Belloc in 1892, partly as an advocate for Churches
Together, and mainly to raise money for the homeless and refugees. I
met Catholics and other Christians in Dover, Calais and Rome, all
working for asylum-seekers; had lunch with the Dancoisne family in
Ham after Sunday Mass and got their support for my petition to the
Pope for an ecumenical Council; and was featured in an Italian
newspaper with the same messages. Among these good Christians I
found no lack of passion for the need for changes in the Church.
But in the Alps, there was a church where Mass was but rarely
available, due to the lack of priests: a visible sign of the continuing
decline of the Church already remarked on by Belloc a century before.
We are suffering the loss of weekly Mass at Enstone, now celebrated
monthly. Reduced numbers of Masses are a possibility, given the
shortage of priests. Is there anything we can learn from all this to help
the Church in general? Those who have left the Church, including
some of our friends and children, are a sign of our failure to be
relevant to their lives. Can we do anything at this late hour?
What lesson can we learn? – I suggest it is that our Bishops are
unwilling to take the advice of the laity despite claiming they want our
advice. This has been true for a long time: there is a good case that
the Church’s previous failure to condemn slavery and earlier reluctance
to use the vernacular in the liturgy are examples of this. Then, in my
lifetime, the laity’s rejection of the 1968 teaching on contraception and
the pleas of lay people for the end of priestly celibacy have been
ignored for over fifty years.
But let me say for the Bishops: the laity has no realistic way of
making its voice heard inside the Church! Secondly, things may be
changing: not all Bishops are incapable of modern, non-hierarchical
methods of governance. Pope Francis is still striving to foster greater
synodality – independence from Rome – in the dioceses of the Church.
So the Bishops may yet have a chance to fight the conservatism of
those who oppose having married men and women priests, not to
mention clerics opposing the welcoming back to communion of people
in failed marriages.
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Faith is based on trust: do the English hierarchy have no trust in the
baptized faithful? So little trust in our dignity as rational beings that
we can be forbidden to even discuss the ordination of women?
The lesson for all of us is that a way must be found for all our
suggestions for practicing our faith to be aired and heard, face-toface, by our Bishops. If, as Vatican II urges, lay people are to have a
share in the governance of the Church – there is scant sign of that –
the first step is to establish a forum that works.
For the present and future, the important thing is to retain the
Mass. Of course, some of us will always prefer incense-free shorter
worship. But however ceremonial Mass might become, we are
faithful to Our Lord’s insistence on eating together and on recalling
His life and teaching, as we do so well in our liturgical cycle.

Peter Clifton

CHANGING TIMES
Life is often full of surprises. One day a tea pot appeared in our
fridge! It was me, absent-minded once again doing little odd things.
Then when I went for my flu jab, my GP looked at me and arranged
for me to have a brain scan. This showed that I had a minor stroke.
Later I was diagnosed as “early onset dementia”. This was linked to
my Raynaud’s Disease. Do google this, it’s very informative. I knew
what it was because my mother and most of her sisters also had the
same problem in their 60’s and 70’s. I was diagnosed and I am now
taking part in the EU Research project into this European Prevention
of Alzheimer’s Dementia. Raunaud’s is “the shrinking of blood in cold
weather.” Basically, I have slightly larger red blood cells, so when
cold, skin shrinks to keep your blood flowing, but in my case the
blood can’t get to extremities, ie fingers, toes, head. I know of people
who have lost finger tips and toes due to frostbite due to cod. I am
always wrapped warmly and used thermal socks in the winter.
I will keep doing what I can, but if you see me looking “wobbly” or
very white with purple lips, sit me down in a warm place!
I am living life one day at a time, but if you ever see me looking lost,
remind me who I am! Just joking! My husband and son and friends
take care of me, and I thank God for friends and family who support
me.
Hilda JJ
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ST TERESA’S PARISH – ministries
I would like to be involved in the following:
Reader
Cantor*
Organist
Altar Server
Welcomers
Choir (Carol Service)
Church Flowers
Christmas Flowers*
Advent Wreath
Giving Lifts to Mass
Church Cleaning (rota)
Cleaning brasses
Laundry of purifiers
Laundry of altar cloths
Care of cassocks
Charity fund raising
Help with Coffee after Mass
APF – MISSIO boxes (record keeping)*
COFFEE MORNING help (1xpa)
Organisation of Summer BAR BQ*
Producing the weekly bulletin
Website / email skills
Churches together rep*
Health and Safety rep
Other:JOIN Parish EMAIL GROUP
GIFT AID my donations
Donate by STANDING ORDER
*People urgently needed for this role
Name:
Telephone:
Email Address:
(Name, telephone and email address will only by used to
contact you
with respect to your answers to these questions, and to
send details of the email group if you wish to join it)
Please return to the back of the church

