CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2019
Advent Carols for Gaudete Sunday:
Sunday 15th December, 3pm, St.Teresa’s

Sunday Mass Times
Charlbury
9.15am
Enstone - 2nd Sunday of
the month: 9:00am

Christmas Eve:
Mass of Christmas Night with Carols,
8.30pm, St.Teresa’s
Christmas Day:
Christmas Mass - 9.15am St Teresa’s
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JOURNEY TO THE ALTAR – PART 2
In Summer 1994, Sarah and I arrived in our first Catholic parish of St
Aloysius, renamed the Oxford Oratory. With us was a little boy, Benjamin,
and our first PP was Father now Bishop Robert Byrne. We became and
remain good friends, although now he is up in the wilds of Newcastle we
don’t see too much of him. St Edward’s school was my employer and we
lived on-site running a boarding house of 70+ male adolescents…an
eventful life which I loved, teaching A level, coaching Rugby and Rowing
and generally enjoying the full-on existence of a boarding schoolmaster.
Converting to the Catholic Faith had cost me a job, a home to live in and
what had seemed a secure future in the C of E ministry, but it was one of
the best decisions I have ever made and like our new saint , John Henry
Newman , I could say with joy: “ The net is broken and we are free.”
Friends and some family thought I had lost the plot, having given up a
promising military career to become an Anglican clergyman…and then to
throw that up. But God is good and within 5 years after arriving back in
Oxford I was appointed as Head of Newman’s school , the Oratory, now
based just outside Reading in stunning South Oxfordshire countryside.
Newman who had done so much to bring about my conversion, whose
“Lead, kindly Light” had indeed led us back to Oxford, was now taking us
for the next 15 years to total absorption in his school, living again on-site,
with Benjamin and now Francesca at the junior co-Ed school and Benjamin
coming on to the senior boys-only school. As the Head’s wife, Sarah was
fully involved in the many social events and general community life as well
as teaching the violin at the school. I was so proud to be looking after
Newman’s school that I never seriously thought about moving anywhere
else. It was my opportunity to repay the saint for what he had done for me
in his writing and by his courageous life.
Eventually, it was time to finish and after taking a term sabbatical and
walking 900k along the Camino de Santiago, we left in Summer 2015 to our
new and first ever own home in Charlbury. Another great decision. Sarah
and I felt from the start that this was the place for us, and we both hope
to end our days in this wonderful place. Sitting on the bench outside St
Teresa’s in the first days, I said to Benjamin that I had come home. Little
did I realize exactly what that would mean in the next 5 years.
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The Carmelites have been special for me ever since I first studied the
Spanish John of the Cross and Teresa of Avila while training for the
Anglican ministry. Now we were with St Thérèse, the Little Flower whose
Association I have been a member of for I believe almost 30 years, and I
settled down to help where I could in the parish. Soon it became clear
that more servers were needed, and then a Catechist was looked for.
Since my main task during the week was to do what I could in the
complete renovation of our new home, it was good to contribute outside.
Unknown to any of us, however, I was nurturing a serious illness and in
March 2016 I underwent open surgery in the JR to repair a badly frayed
artery which if undiscovered for much longer would have finished me
off.Convalescing for 6 months gave me time to think and I knew that I
had to get back on my feet…and back to work!I wasn’t ready to be at
home all day.
Benjamin had also over this period tried his hand at being a monk,
decided against it, and then brought home the lovely Emily who from the
first moment we set eyes on her has been another blessing and a joy.
The arrival of two little girls into our family and parish is another reason
to thank God for His many blessings.
In the third and final part of “Journey to the altar”, I can tell of the
unexpected and initially rather disorientating pattern of events that took
me to our local Bishop in Woodstock, and then to Archbishop Bernard in
Birmingham…and then to St Mary’s, Oscott, the major seminary in the
UK.
Clive Dytor
St Teresa’s has its own website – visit for Newletters, old magazines,
galleries of past events…: https://stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/
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At a time of worrying political uncertainty and
natural disasters both here and abroad, I don’t
really like watching the news. One feels
helpless to change things and one can easily
get depressed, or as my husband used to say
“downcrested” (he was rather creative with
words).
I take joy in the simple things: my garden
where I have several projects on the go and
improvements planned; my birds, my trees, my butterflies and frogs, etc.
Twice this year, on impulse, I’ve invited local schoolchildren, accompanied
by one or two teachers, to see my garden, identify the many flowers in it,
the trees (including an oak I grew from an acorn 47 years ago!), the leaf
mould pile, the runner bean pods at the end of the season bulging with new
beans for next year and so on. I found I could talk to them about all the
things I’m keen on and enjoyed sharing what I’ve learned over 50 years of
gardening.
Their enthusiastic response evident on their eager little faces, the attention
they’ve paid to every little detail – I found this all very rewarding. And the
short write-up they put in the school newsletter, full of enthusiasm and
almost poetic descriptions of my garden really made my day – my week –
my month!! It’s worth more than money and leaves a wonderful glow.
Children are the future. Their interest in, and concern for, the environment
will make the world a better place.
Andrea Bates

THE CANONISATION OF SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
Well what a Celebration it was!! And what a turnout everywhere we went.
50,000 of us in St. Peter's Square from all over the world! I travelled with
two companions and we had tickets for seats; next to me a couple from
South Korea: "we like Newman's Teachings." the Head of the Irish Knights
of St. Columbia who hailed from Co. Donegal, a priest from the Ordinariat ie
one who goes over from an Anglican to a Catholic priest, who was hustled
into a chair near us as he had a heart problem, a lady in her 60s from
Miami who was finding Italian difficult with her fluency in Spanish so was
studying the Letters of St. Paul at the University in Rome - in Italian. Many
many Oratorians whom we met, from Oxford, Birmingham, Austria,
Switzerland and Belgium, the latter we were squashed into the bus with on
our way to the Vatican, another was translating and digitalising Newman's
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works into other languages including Hungarian, with his Hungarian
assistant; There were many Anglican bishops and priests and visitors from
all over the world, Muslims, Orthodox, all pilgrims.
The Nuns who run the International Centre of Newman Friends in Via
Aurelia, they call themselves Sisters of The Work, were founded by Mother
Julia Verhaeghe from Belgium and they also live and work at Littlemore
near Oxford where Newman lived. Quite by chance the villa where I stayed
was right opposite so of course we visited and were royally entertained to
the best pot of (English) tea in Rome and delicious Roman pasticcino the Sisters there from Austria and Belgium were sweet and very serene,
some of them we'd met at Littlemore, and we prayed in their little Chapel
and sang Newman's hymns together, just us. On the way out we bumped
into an Irish Carmelite Bishop, not sure if we're supposed to kiss his
ring these days but we did anyway!! also from NW Ireland.
We were welcomed everywhere we went, a special Mass for the Oratorians
at the Chiesa Nueva, next day at the Thomasisti Institute next to the
Angelicum University which is run by the Dominicans, where a feast was
laid on after the symposium, the delicious breakfasts at my B&B with
steaming pots of coffee and hot milk, run by Sisters who (luckily for me as
I don't yet speak Italian) were all Spanish.
The Mass of Thanksgiving was held in the Church of St. John Lateran, of
course the oldest and known as the Cathedral of Rome, constructed around
AD 304 and which hosted the Popes before they moved to the Vatican. Our
Cardinal Vincent Nichols was the Celebrant - the huge church was full
to capacity, and there were many moving moments: in the front row was
the family of Melissa Villalobos from Chicago who was one of the two
recipients of the Newman beatification miracle, and Deacon Jack Sullivan,
also from America and the other recipient surviving I think a terminal back
injury read St. John's gospel with such brio though he could only walk with
difficulty carrying the heavy book! Readings were given by Nazar
Alsamarai, Project director of the Canonisation Team, Isaac Withers, also
on the Team, Robert Byrne Bishop of Hexham & Newcastle gave the
homily, and prayers were offered by Catherine Ryan, co-founder National
Institute for Newman Studies, I think I recall as American, as was also Dr.
Ryan Marr, Director of same, and Carol Parkinson, Friends of Cardinal
Newman, Birmingham.
The music at all the events was sung by the Schola Cantorum of the
London Oratory School, we attended the Vigil at the Basilica di Santa Maria
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after which there was a concert where
we were treated to four 16th cent.
Spanish composers and three English of
the same period: Peter Philips,
Thomas Tallis, and William Byrd's
famous Ave Verum Corpus and Haec
Dies. Pretty sublime, and as always a
packed Church. We were welcomed by
Cardinal Rylko, Cardinal Prefect of this
Papal Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore,
and the Opening Prayer was read by
Archbishop Longley of Birmingham (our
Archbish.) Prayers were read by Melissa
Villalobos;(mentioned above); a pupil
from The Oratory School; Dr.
Christopher Foster, Anglian Bishop of
Portsmouth; , Dr. Ian Ker, Newman
Scholar at University of Oxford; Sister
Margaret Binder FSO, Mother Superior
Das Werk (Newman Institutes); Hailey Thayer, Newman Centre Student,
University of Evansville, Indiana; Rev. Ignatius Harrison, CO Provost,
Birmingham Oratory; Professor Kenneth Parker, Duquesne University,
Pittsburgh; Ruth Ferguson, Curator University College Dublin, Sally
Axworthy, British Ambassador to the Holy See (except she couldn't be there
as she was looking after Prince Charles who had come to these
Celebrations) We finished the Vigil with Newman's ;lovely hymn "Lead
Kindly Light"
At the Thanksgiving Mass they sang the Communion Motet Adoremus Te
Christi by Monteverdi, very moving. Our Cardinal ended the service with
"The Party is over !" and the whole congregation of erupted with Newman's
"Firmly I Believe and Truly" - I'm not sure St. John Lateran had heard
anything like it before !!! And there must have been around 200 Bishops
filing out all in white, and then the priests, far too many for me to count.!
I wouldn't have missed it all for anything!

Susie Wensley Walker
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE
It is on Saturday 18 July 2020, and put that date in your diary now.
Pilgrimages are hard work, prayerful, and full of joy, but this one is
very special because it will take place at the ordination, God willing, of our
own Deacon Clive Dytor at St Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham.
Father Tony will lead us in prayer after we have attended the
Ordination Mass: prayer for more priests in a diocese, country and world
that is suffering the loss of the Eucharist.
Peter Clifton will be giving you details and listing the pilgrims as we get
closer to Easter and Pentecost. The organisation of the pilgrimage will be by
Suze Mathews, who has led previous parish pilgrimages to Durham and
Walsingham. It will be planned, meticulous and inexpensive, with an eye
out for special needs and for children.
Many of us love a challenging pilgrimage for its focus on commitment,
its sociability and its relevance to our Christian lives. Our prayer on this
occasion will be full of thankfulness as well as supplication. The ordination
of a grandfather from our very own parish is a great occasion.

THE BETHLEHEM PROJECT
NO. 1162652)

(REGISTERED CHARITY

This year, members of the Board of Trustees have met with representatives
of the charity ABCD (Action around Bethlehem Children with Disabilities).
They are a larger charity who have been involved in Palestine for many
years. They provide funds, facilities and equipment but hitherto have not
used volunteers in the manner we have. They have programmes operating
in three refugee camps in the Bethlehem area. We have an interest in
supporting one of these camps and in that way became known to ABCD.
(For more information about ABCD visit info@abcdbethlehem.org ).
They wish to have a training programme for their therapists working in the
camps and have asked our volunteers, with the agreement of The
Bethlehem Project Trustees, to provide an experienced team to design and
implement the training. This visit will be funded entirely by ABCD and will be
in March 2020. It is highly likely that there will be further, similar,
opportunities.
Additionally, they may well involve specialist teachers (eg Autism
support/severe behaviour/Down’s Syndrome etc.) in the future. At present
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ABCD focus on therapy. Our teacher volunteers visited one of the refugee
camps in March this year and discussed the needs of the children with staff.
A support/training visit has been planned for June 2020 which will be
funded by The Bethlehem Project.
The June visit will be the last one for The Bethlehem Project. The Trustees
consider that we have achieved our primary objective in supporting Hogar
Niño Dios, (the children’s home in Bethlehem) over the years. I visited
Hogar in March and I was very pleased to see the progress that has been
made within the school. They now have the staff, teacher and assistants,
working well with therapists and succeeding in achieving remarkable
results. In addition, we have had a number of successful workshops and
seminars at Bethlehem University and we have given advice and support to
other organisations in the area.
It has taken almost seven years but it is due to your generosity that we
have been able to achieve our original aims.
Despite the significant support we have had from yourself and other
donors, we have had problems realising our modest ambitions and funding
visits has become increasingly difficult. Accordingly, The Bethlehem Project
will close on 30th June 2020.
The Trustees consider that we should celebrate the achievements of our
volunteers over the years. To this end, they have booked Churchill Village
Hall for a Tea Party on 26th April 2020. It will also be an opportunity to
ensure we have sufficient funds for our visit in June. Any surplus money
when the charity closes will be donated to ABCD and Hogar Niño Dios. You
are of course, invited to the Tea Party so please make a note in your diary.
On a personal note, I want to thank you most sincerely, not only for your
financial support but also for your encouragement and your enthusiasm for the
Project. Without that, the initial idea would have failed to achieve reality. The
quality of life for many children and young people in the Bethlehem area has
been significantly improved thanks to you.
My best wishes to you all for a Happy and Holy Christmas.
Trevor Hodkinson
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Zelia Juliette, baptised in May. Congratulations to all the children and
their families who were baptised during the year

MISSIO RED BOXES
Thank you for your continued care of our Church family through your
support of the Red Box and direct donations. Your prayers and gifts
continue to sustain missionary priests and sisters as they share God’s
love with some of the most vulnerable, marginalised people throughout
the world; people like families living in Tel Aviv, not far from where Jesus
lived. Sr Dinesha, a Sri Lankan missionary, supports families where
parents need to earn money to feed and shelter their children, but
cannot afford childcare whilst they are at work. Many children have
suffered, being left in dangerous childcare facilities where up to 30
children are looked after by one unqualified, inexperienced carer.
Local parish priest, Fr David, saw the need to offer support to these
families, and working with Sr Dinesha, with help from you and the Red
Box, they have been able to open four creches with six children per
trained carer, as well as providing them with a good meal. It has
genuinely saved lives in Tel Aviv, and the Red Box helps to care for our
sisters and brothers all over the world, thanks to you.
Sr Dinesha and her fellow sisters work tirelessly. It is sometimes hard for
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them – making such a difference to other families whilst they miss their own
terribly. She says, ‘I feel the responsibility to do God’s work by providing the
love, car and security they need. I want to offer Our Lady’s compassion to all
those who suffer.’
Thanks to you, missionaries like Sr.Dinesha can offer Our Lady’s compassion
to so many who suffer. Throuh the Red Box you enale priests to celebrate
Mass in farflug corners of the world; you proide bicycles for parish catechists
to get around their vast parishes; and you help trian future priests and sisters
to be missionarieis.
In 2018, the Birmingham Archdiocese raised an amazi,ng £2,893,696.
Members of the Red Box family in our parish have raised £337.32 of this, so
thank you! Our sisters and brothers around the world continue to need our
prayers and financial spport. Please continue to support the work of the Red
Box. If you don’t already have a Red Box at home, please do ask me for one.
Thank you again, Sharnalee Foster

ROMAN HOARD AT WALCOT
Detectorists found Roman coins in the parish on November 20 on land that
may have contained a Roman farmstead. Over 40 coins were under a footsquare block of flat rocks beginning 6-8 inches below the field surface in
Walcot. They also uncovered what seemed part of a floor tile and fragments
of mortar in an area aerial photography had shown earlier this year to had a
Roman field pattern. Given the high density of villa sites round here, the coins
were probably on land the Romans had cultivated.
Roman coins typically show an Emperor on one side, and a pagan god or
abstraction like Britannia or Peace on the other. The County Archaeologist is
now working on the findings, and hasn’t yet identified the Emperors: the coins
need careful cleaning. But dig observers have identified the Chi- Rho symbol –
used in the early Church to signify Christ - on at least one of them.
Not surprisingly: coins of Constantine I featured the Chi-Rho soon after he
won the battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 and became Emperor, and a
number of his successors put the symbol on their coins. Constantine believed
he’d seen the symbol in a dream the night before the battle. But there’s no
evidence Constantine identified the Chi-Rho symbol, in 312, with Christ:
before then, a fish was the secret symbol of Christianity. Over the next couple
of centuries, the Chi-Rho did become a clearly Christian symbol.
The Walcot discovery clearly doesn’t prove Christianity was practised round
Charlbury in the 4th century AD. But it may well turn out to be one of Britain’s
earliest known examples of what became Christianity’s best-known symbol.
Mike Flanagan

MY FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

by Surina, age 8
On 19 May 2019 I made my first Holy Communion at St Teresa’s with Lucas.
We had lessons from Clive for several months before to help us prepare. The
lessons were fun and interesting and Clive was a very good teacher. During
Mass on my first Holy Communion day, Lucas and I read out the bidding
prayers. When we went up to communion I was nervous and excited but
Father Tony was very kind. Lots of my friends and family were there to
celebrate with us. I also enjoyed getting my communion candle and Father
Tony lit it. After Mass, we had lunch with all my family and friends and it was
delicious and good fun. I enjoyed my Holy Communion day a lot and I am
happy that I can now receive Communion each Sunday.
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