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Please pray for the sick and the housebound of the parish: Paula Biggs, George Huxley, 
Johanna, Hugh P 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Dear Parishioners, 

Welcome to the start of another Year of Worship which commences today.   The colour 
for the Advent Season is purple which has a double meaning for us.   First, it signifies an 
invitation to watchfulness and prayer as we prepare for the joyful solemnities of the 
Lord’s birth at Christmas, the First Coming of  our  Redeemer. As with any human 
family, there are times when we make a special effort to prepare for some particular 
family occasion.  So it is with the family of the Church.   Secondly, the colour purple has 
a further significance. It is often seen as a royal colour and so in some way we are 
reminded that through our baptismal grace we been invested with something of that 
dignity.  That personal dignity will come to full fruition for us in the Second Coming of 
the Lord which is the message of the Gospel reading for today.   Amid all the 
convolutions of the cosmic universe, the Christian must be firm in faith and hope: 
‘Stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand’.    

 An important lesson from the Scriptures is that so very often ‘God’s ways are not our 
ways, His thoughts are not our thoughts’.  The Old Testament has many examples of 
this as in the first reading from the prophet Jeremiah today. When all hope of a Davidic 
kingship seems pointless, they are given a divine promise...’I will make a virtuous 
Branch grow for David, who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land’.     Perhaps 
we could embellish our prayer this Advent with a recognition of the total fidelity of our 
God and the humble desire to grow in our own response and faithfulness.  

Take care and God bless.    Father Tony 

‘Walk with Me’.   The Journey of Prayer booklets for the Advent season are available at 
the back of church.   They have a nominal price of £1.30. 

The  Sower.    The Advent edition of the Diocesan Magazine is also available without 
charge. 

Next Sunday there will be a Second Collection for the Poor Parishes of the 
Diocese.  Many have had a difficult time during this pandemic period. 

A reminder of online current news of the Catholic Church in England and Wales can be 
found at <cbcew.org.uk>  
ACN NEWS from Suze:  

MANY THANKS for your outstanding generosity in raising £850 from our parish supper on 19 
Nov for our 'twin' in Haiti. 

A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR of THE LITTLE SEMINARY ST THERESE IN HAITI: In the name of all 
the seminarians of the Archdiocese of Cap-Haitien, I would like to thank you all for the huge 
support that the parish of St Teresa in England has shown us both spiritually and financially. We 
thank them for remembering to pray for us. That is the most important thing and this comforts 
us . 

(translated from French by Caroline Hull). 

NEXT WEEK 
Monday 29 November 
Weekday of Advent 
MASS 9.30am 
Tuesday 30 November 
St Andrew, Apostle  
MASS 9.30am  
Wednesday 1 December 
Weekday of Advent 
MASS 9.30am  
HOLY HOUR 6pm 
Thursday 2 December 
St Francis Xavier, Priest 
MASS 9.30am  
Friday 3 December 
Weekday of Advent 
MASS 9.30am  
Followed by Exposition 
Saturday 4 December 
Weekday of Advent 
No Mass today 
Sunday 5 December 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Parish Mass 9.15am 
ALL WELCOME 
 
For Confession at 
St.Teresa’s, please contact 
Fr.Clive. 
 
SAFEGUARDING: If you ever 
have any concerns regarding 
safeguarding please contact 
our Safeguarding Rep 
Sharnalee Foster on 01608 
678731 
sg.stteresaoflisieux.charlbury
@rcaob.org.uk 

  All welcome at all Masses 
 
 


